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As she moves through the telds and 

stables at Mitchell Farm Equine Retirement 

near Salem, Conn., Dee Dooliffle is telling 

stories. Te director of the facility knows 

each of the 29 permanent residents at the 

facility. “Tat’s Tommy,” she says, pointing 

to an aging show horse who was shipped 

from Ireland to the U.S. as a youngster 

and “never matched personalities with his 

trainer.” Josie, the veteran mare who has 

been at Mitchell Farm the longest, “helps 

teach new arrivals how to be a horse again.” 

And R2, the latest addition and a former 

Grand Prix jumper, had anxiety affacks 

when he arrived. “He paced, twirled in his 

stall, sweated,” says Dee. “He screamed. 

Just like a person.” But no more.

As a former vet technician and barn 

manager for a therapeutic riding farm, Dee 

saw a gap—more like a black hole, she 

says—in the care of horses who were at 

the end of their careers but not their lives. 

“I thought there should be a place for old 

horses and horses with intrmities—a 

sanctuary,” she says.

Working horses, especially on the show 

circuit, are likely to become colicky or 

develop ulcers. Teir jobs are stressful. “And 

they never learn to just be a horse,” says 

Dee. Tey learn everything they know from 

humans, not other horses. At Mitchell Farm, 

horses like R2 can tnally relax. “We’re not 

going to ask him to do anything,” says Dee. 

“All he has to do is eat.”

Owners who want their horses to live 

out their lives at Mitchell Farm actually 

sign papers to surrender the animal. 

Tough they pay a one-time fee—roughly 

the cost of one year’s care—Dee says 

Mitchell Farm survives on grants and 

donations, along with fundraising events 

on the farm, and the hard work and input 

of about 30 volunteers.

Still, she says, it’s not always enough. 

At one time, more than 70 animals were 

on the waiting list, and the farm is over 

capacity now. “We have our tngers in the 

dike,” says Dee. “It’s a scary world out 

there for horses.”

—Story and photo by Jamie Cole

Dee
Doolittle

Molly Daley
Varty first dreamed of taking his 

grandad’s Massey Ferguson 35 across 

the country, but changed plans when 

he received a donation of a Massey 

Ferguson 1660 from AGCO Corporation. 

The compact tractor had more 

horsepower than the vintage model and 

would be better suited to pull the tiny 

house on wheels where he and Daley 

would live for the nearly 1.5 years they 

were on the road.

Support was overwhelming, says 

Varty, as he and Daley finished their trek 

in mid-September. Starting at Atlantic 

Tractors and Equipment in Charlottetown, 

Prince Edward Island, and finishing in 

Victoria, British Columbia, the couple 

traveled through nine provinces and 

collected some 200 hours of video 

footage, including stories of hard luck, 

inspiration and more. 

“I’ve taught at top-end universities, 

but all of my family still farms. I think that 

may put me in a good position to press 

for a shift in political behavior,” he says. 

“When you boil it all down, none of these 

problems are soluble as long as only 1.5% 

of our population are farmers and, thus, 

[are the only ones who] vote as farmers. 

We need to recover part of our past 

where city people used to think about 

the crops.”   —Story by Melanie Epp
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