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After a rough 

run with Cujo 

Unleashed, Leon 

looks for the 

problem.

towed behind the bleachers, where Leon 
quietly inspects it. An onboard computer 
has recorded data from the run, but that’s 
no help tonight. Leon does get the machine 
cranked for a second run, but the result is 
about the same.

back in tHe sHoP a few months 
later, Leon still sounds downright 
disappointed, even though the summer 
pulling season is long since over. “fe 
alcohol version let us down at Tanner,” 
says Leon. Louis had a good run late that 
night on the diesel, but it would take 
expert analysis from the computer data 
to assess the damage to Cujo Unleashed. 
A friend of Leon’s who modifles 
dragsters looked at the data, down to the 
millisecond. “He told me my big [turbo] 
charger was down on it,” says Leon. “I 
said, ‘No way, I’ve had that thing in my 
hands.’ But that’s what it was.”

“It’s a sick feeling to see those parts go 
Tying, to see all that work get eaten up,” 
says Ann. But if anyone can flx it ... “Leon 
is out here every night,” she says.

Besides the never-ending tweaks and 

repairs, the off-season gives Leon and Ann time to reTect on the 
realities of a life in the sport. Purses in the local and state pulls 
are light compared to the time and expense. Haney Equipment 
Company sponsors Cujo, but the bigger teams in the bigger pulls 
have high-dollar sponsors and more money to build and rebuild.

Leon and Ann talk about this, but not with regret. Pulling is a 
family thing. “fe kids were born into it,” says Ann. “We’d go to 
pulls, and I’d have my foot on the stroller and holding a camera 
during a run.” Ann remembers that the kids, now both in colllege, 
were oten given a choice between pulling and be—er cars, be—er 
vacations, a different life. “fey chose pulling,” she says. “And I 
wouldn’t change anything,” Clay echoes.

Besides, pulling makes great advertising for Haney Equipment. 
And even though Cujo Unleashed had a rough weekend at 
Tanner, Haney Equipment had the last laugh. At the end of the 
night, Adam, Louis’ son, hooked the MF 8680 up to the sled and 
took it 6 inches short of a full pull. Leon 
ran it next, “as fast as it would go,” he 
laughs, and took it all the way. 

Cujo might have been tame for that 
one night in Tanner, but his big red 
brother bared its fangs.

“We put a good whoopin’ on ’em,” he 
says. Too good, it turned out. Leon had pulled all the way to the 
barrels at track’s end and got a red Tag. “First time I’ve ever been 
disqualifled for pulling too far,” he says. “But they knew what 
Massey Ferguson was about down there.”    
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See videos from Haney’s shop and 

a photo gallery from the pit area at  

go.myfarmlife.com/tractorpull.
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