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but for my trees and alfalfa, we’ve got it 
set up to where you can fully automate 
the drip irrigation and they can be pulse 
irrigated. We can even add fertilizer. We’re 
going to start doing that here in the next 
couple of years.”

“te idea,” says Yager, “is to spoon-feed 
the crop as it needs [the fertilizer]. We 
don’t eat everything we need for a week at 
one time. te same is true for plants.” 

What the Future Holds

Many of the improvements Rietkerk 
has already undertaken help his operation 
for the current season. Yet they’re also 
designed to improve eficiencies and yields 
farther down the road. 

“We can look at where our water is 
going, and the fertilizer and seed rates. 
We’ll do that for a number of years so we 
can gather all the data and come up with a 
plan for the future. te more data you can 
gather through the years, the beffier your 
decision-making process is going to be.

“It’s important to know that all these 
things aren’t just for me today. It’s a 
commitment to learn and make this 
operation even beffier. I’m not building 
this just for me. I’m building it for them,” 
Rietkerk says of his four boys, ages 22 to 28. 

One of those boys, James, plans to 
come back to the farm in the next 3 years, 
as part of the family’s succession plan. 
James, 26, who now manages a strawberry 
operation, appreciates his father’s 
willingness to try new things. 

“It’s exciting to be part of that,” he says, 
“because it’s new, exciting and innovative. 
It really allows us to be more precise. And 
we’re just seeing the tip of the iceberg in 
terms of what we’ll be able to do in the 
next couple of years.” 

His dad agrees, noting he’s considering 
using a yield monitor on his pistachios 
when the trees start to produce in another 
year or so. tat decision is based in part on 
how his HayBoss yield monitor currently 
helps his operation. He’ll also continue 
testing his drip irrigation in his alfalfa.

“te verdict is still out on that,” says 

Top to bottom: Young pistachio 

trees benefit from high-tech moisture 

monitoring. Richard, Peter and James 

share a moment on the farm near 

Corcoran, Calif. Rietkerk uses his fuel-

efficient Massey Ferguson® 596 to flood 

his cotton fields. 
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