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FarmLife: Where did you grow up? 

Rodney Atkins: I grew up in Cumberland Gap and 
Harrogate, Tenn., right where Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Virginia all come together. 

FL: Tell us a little bit about that area.

RA: It was cool because of that sense of community. For 
instance, it was a legitimate excuse to get out of school, 
like the whole basketball team I played on, to go and help 
somebody on our team, help their family grade tobacco. 
And we could go work and do that, help each other out. We 
did that stuff a lot.

FL: Is it true you were an orphan? 

RA: Yeah. From what I understand I was born in Knoxville 
and then I was put in a children’s home called Holston 
Home for Children. I was adopted by a couple of different 
parents, taken home, then, brought back to the orphanage. 
It doesn’t make sense a lot of times, but I think you wind 
up where you’re suppose to be. My parents are just good 
people, and I’m very lucky that I had them in my life to 
guide me and say a lot of prayers for me along the way.

FL: Tell us a little bit about your parents.

RA: Margaret and Allen Atkins. My mom grew up in 
Middlesboro, Ky. Her dad was a coal miner, and my dad 
grew up on a farm near Washburn, Tenn., where they raised 
catle. Tey worked hauling hay, feeding the hogs—all that 
good stuff. 

FL: Did his family still own the farm by the time

you came along? 

RA: Yes. When I was a kid, he used to take me out there
to make sure I got a good handle on that kind of work. 
And we’d go out and do everything from vaccinating 
catle to, you know, cuting down litle cedar trees that 
grow everywhere.

Tat’s where I learned how to work. Tere’s something 
about looking back on the day afer you put in that much 
time and work, with your family out there. It was just a 
great feeling.

FL: Did your parents own any land?

RA: Oh yeah. It was my dad’s dream. Where we grew up, he 
had some property so there was a lot of mowing and bush 
hogging and that sort of stuff.

FL: Did your dad have a tractor?

RA: Yes, he did. He had a litle cub Massey Ferguson that 
he just absolutely loved.

FL: Was that tractor your father owned one of the 

reasons you chose to work with Massey Ferguson? 

RA: Yeah. Honestly, I’ve driven their tractors and I know every 
time I’ve dealt with a Massey Ferguson® product, whether it’s a 
tractor, lawn mower, whatever, it’s always been a notch above. 
I’m not saying that I am a farmer. I’m saying I’m comfortable 
around tractors and I’ve done my share of work on them, and 
Massey Ferguson has always been very reliable.

FL: You have a son and two stepdaughters. Loving them 

like you do must make it harder to be away on tour.

RA: I went out the last week before the holidays last year, 
and Elijah had a science project—he had to make a solar 
system game. And so I was out on about a 2-week run, 
flying back and forth to get back home, and all I could 
think about and all I could talk about out there was this 
solar system game that he and I were working on. 

Tat stuff is a lot of fun, but my kids dread asking me 
about geting help on homework. Tey know if they’re 
going to ask me to help, I say, okay, I will, but we are going 
to go back to the first part of this chapter. We are going 
to go through the whole thing, we are going to figure out 
where this answer is, but I’m not just going to throw it out 
there to you.

My wife gets tickled because my stepdaughters call me 
“Big R,” and they’ll say, “We’ve got to ask Big R 
this question [about their homework].” Tey may dread 
it sometimes, but it’s paid off, though. I’m really proud 
of them.   
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