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Like most farmers today, Peter Rietkerk is always 
looking for an advantage. Something that will help make his 
operation more efficient—help him save time and money, 
and help produce a beter product and higher yields. 

Well, Peter, who we profile beginning on page 14, has 
found that edge, many times. He never stops looking and 
learning, approaching every project with a combination of 
old-school experience and high-tech solutions. He uses an 
iPad to monitor moisture levels in his fields, but begins every 
planting first understanding his soil. He uses GPS technology 
to apply variable rates of amendments and seeds, yet knows, 
regardless of all the cuting-edge gadgets, it’s still up to him, 
the farmer, to make the right decisions. 

Tat can be “a lot of pressure,” Peter told us. “But that’s 
the way farmers live—on the edge.” It’s still a job he’s proud 
to have.

Leon and Louis Haney are looking for a slightly different 
kind of advantage. Te two brothers from Haney Equipment 
Company in Athens, Ala., are tractor pull legends in their 
part of the country, and their two Allis Chalmers D21s are 
fueled as much by their own passion as by diesel and alcohol. 
In the story about them we offer in this issue (page 8), we 
find that love of the sport is shared by the whole Haney clan, 
giving “pulling together” a whole new meaning. 

In our spring issue, we announced a new partnership 
with Rodney Atkins. In this issue we share a Q & A with 
the country music star (page 26) in which he talks about his 
connection to the land, his music and those folks he refers to 
as “my people,” those family members and friends Rodney 
says helped shape him into the success he is today. 

Of course, much of that success is also due to his 
exceptional talent and hard work, and we’re proud to call a 
man like Rodney our partner, just as we are each of you who 
buy our products. Tanks for reading and working with us.
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