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the plant, including canker and greening. “It’s got everybody 

running scared prefly much, so people are looking 

for alternatives.” 

In addition to the fact that peaches are less disease prone, 

growing them in the subtropics provides another advantage. 

“It’s timing,” says Waters. “�ey harvest in April and early May 

... prior to Georgia and California peaches,” which are mostly 

harvested in June and July. 

According to Dr. Mercy Olmstead, a stone fruit Extension 

specialist at the University of Florida, there are some 900 acres of 

these low-chill peaches currently growing in the state. Compare 

that to some 52,500 and 14,000 acres in California and Georgia, 

respectively, and it’s obvious the impact of Florida peaches is 

small. �ere are, however, opportunities for growth.

“�e prospects are very bright for the Florida peach industry,” 

says Olmstead. Like Waters, she points to the early harvest 

and notes an agreement signed earlier this year that will allow 

peaches from the Southeastern U.S. to be sold in Mexico for 

the ffrst time in 17 years. �ey had been banned due to fears of 

invasive pests. 

Olmstead, while noting the dificulty of making such forecasts, 

predicts an additional 1,000 acres in Florida to be planted with 

peaches in the next 10 years. Waters, however, has no plans to 

expandTat least not yetTbut he does expect the industry to 

do so. “�ere haven’t been a lot of peach harvesting and packing 

houses, because there just haven’t been Florida peaches. Now 

they’re gearing up for that, hopefully to accommodate all of us.”

Indeed, Waters’ decision to grow peaches was all about 

timing; it took place just before losing a major source of income 

and relatively early in a —edgling industry. As he wipes sweat 

ot his brow, he ponders the move and says, “I think I’ve got 

something here.”   

greg wAters grew up with Massey 

Ferguson tractors on his family’s orange 

grove. “We’ve never had anything but 

Massey Ferguson,” says Waters, who still 

runs one of his dad’s nearly 50-year-old 

MF165 tractors. 

That loyalty, however, hasn’t kept 

him from looking around. “I’m still a 

businessman; I shop around,” says the Lake 

Wales, Fla., peach grower. Yet, when it was time to buy a new tractor 

earlier this year, Waters decided on the MF1660. “It turns on a dime. 

That allows me to maneuver around the ends of these peaches 

without tearing up the trees … and it’s got the horsepower you need 

when you need it.”

The MF1660 also has the Dyna QPS transmission, which allows 

for push-button, clutchless shifting between 

gears. “It’s smooth and seamless,” 

says Waters.

“I’ve never had any issues with my 

Masseys,” he continues. “There are no rattles 

or shakes. I mean, everything is just tight. So, 

I’m sure, like the 165 that has hung in here all 

these years, these newer [tractors] will, too.” 

In addition to the durability of and 

innovative features found on his tractors, Waters has remained a loyal 

Massey Ferguson customer because of the working relationship he 

has with his dealer, Grove Equipment. “They’re honest, which means 

a lot to me, and their pricing is better than anybody else’s. [Owner] 

David McKeeman and his son Robbie, those guys have done me 

more than fair over the years.”
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Come along for a ride over the Florida countryside 

with Greg Waters in his Bell Jet Ranger helicopter. Visit 

go.myFarmLife.com/peaches. Top to bottom: Greg and wife Debbie; surveying the 
orchard from above; daughters Taylor and Summer.
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