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Farming and 

raising cattle 

and hogs helps 

pay the bills, but 

it’s also a way 

of life for Mark 

(above) and 

brother Craig.

AGCO Corporation brands. While Craig owns 

an AGCO Model DT180A with front axle 

suspension that he acquired in April 2009, 

Mark owns a Massey Ferguson® Model 8460 

that he bought last September through the 

trade of an MF 8150. 

The beauty is that both tractors have nearly 

identical horsepower levels and both feature 

a CVT transmission and Datatronics® III 

technology. Equally important, the control 

system in the two tractors is nearly identical, 

which allows anyone familiar with one 

tractor—including two seasonal employees—to 

climb into the other machine and take off. 

“I do most of the tillage and field work, 

which means I do a lot of work at night during 

the school year,” says Craig. “So I wanted a 

tractor I could rely on,” he adds, commenting 

that the ability to add a guidance system is of 

interest for the same reason.

In the meantime, Mark says the deal Lenny 

Robinson ofiered him on a nearly identical 

Massey Ferguson tractor was too good to pass 

up, considering the number of hours on his old 

tractor and the new technology on the 8460.

“We’re already looking at adding features 

like variable-rate planting,” Mark explains. 

“Everyone claims that is the way to go,” he 

adds, noting that he and Craig already have 

their fertilizer precision applied based on soil 

tests. “We have the capability to upgrade to 

yield mapping with the combine; and with 

the cost of seed and fertilizer, it’s getting too 

expensive to waste inputs.”

With fewer hogs between them—Craig used 

to own around 1,000 head himself before 

selling out—there’s less manure available 

these days, too, which calls for even more 

commercial fertilizer. 

“It seems we just keep adapting to the 

pressures of time and money,” Mark concludes. 

“You definitely learn to multitask.”   n
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