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S
horty Kulhanek learned to drive a 

combine before he did a car. He was 11. 

“My dad was a harvester,” says 

Kulhanek, “and I’ve worked with 

[combines] all of my life, as soon as I 

could crawl up on one.”

Some 25 years later, Kulhanek took over the family 

business, then moved it to Colby. But no matter the 

location, Kulhanek has maintained the family aspect 

of the operation as much as the operation itself. 

As it was with him, Kulhanek’s children and step-

children took to the business early on. John David, 

his oldest son, still works with the company, while 

Shane, the youngest, moved back to the old family 

homestead near Megargel, Texas, about 21 hours 

northwest of Dallas. Shane, however, still works for his 

dad, when the company harvests land the family owns 

and leases in north-central Texas. Kulhanek’s stepson, 

Eric Seeman, even uses vacation time from his job as 

a mechanical engineer to help work with the company 

during the summer harvest.

And while Kulhanek values his sons’ help, it’s his 

wife who he says is critical to the business. “If my 

wife wasn’t here I don’t think I would be here,” he says 

of Dona, his second wife. “I just don’t want to do it 

without her. Tat’s the person I can talk to. Maybe 

I’ve got trouble with a hired hand or a problem with 

a farmer. Plus the fact that, you know, she’s the cook, 

she’s the one who keeps the guys’ spirit going, keeps 

you fed good. It’s just, my wife’s very important.”

Tese days Dona travels with the crew the entire 

season. “Te harvest has lasted so long the last 2 years 

that I didn’t really want her to work, because she has 

things she wants to do at home. She was teaching 

school. She taught Headstart. Ten one of her 

daughters had twin babies about 3 years ago, so she 

quit work and helped raise those kids the first year.” 

Te twins are just two of the Kulhanek’s six 

grandchildren, all of whom have become a big 

influence, especially given Kulhanek’s heart trouble. 

In 1989, at the age of 34, he had quadruple bypass 

surgery, and then some 12 years later, he had a heart 

attack while harvesting in Scobey, Mont. 

“I don’t know if you know where Scobey is, but if 

you don’t look it up on the map you may never find it. 

It feels like it’s at the other end of the world,” he says. 

Kulhanek had two of his bypasses collapse there 

and, he says, if he had not taken his nitro tablets he 

probably wouldn’t have survived. He made it back 

to Kansas and had the two collapses repaired and 

received an additional bypass. 

“After I had that heart trouble, it changed my 

attitude towards family a lot,” says Kulhanek. “My wife 

brought to my attention that we were never there 

in the summertime to do things while our kids were 

growing up, and we never went on vacations, and it’s 

the same way with the grandkids today. Tat’s why in 

the wintertime I’ll tell my wife, ‘Well, let’s go get the 

twins this week, let’s go get them and I’ll take off.’”

Being away from home as many 8 months out of 
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