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One of the real success stories of 

the program’s preservation effort is 

the Leicester Longwool. The sheep 

breed roaming the pastures here has 

been valued for its genetic traits for 

centuries, and were championed by 

English livestock breeding pioneer 

Robert Bakewell.

The sheep also stand as an 

unfortunate example of the culture 

clash many visitors experience 

between urban and agrarian society. 

Shirley tells the story of finding a 

group of Longwools munching on a 

pile of leaves, likely thrown behind 

their fence by a visitor. “The leaves 

were toxic,” says Shirley. “I lost 7 or 

8 sheep.” If it sounds like she takes 

it personally, she does. Even today 

she’s known to take a sick lamb 

home with her, tending it back to 

health. That might be tough since 

she lives in town now, but taking 

work home is nothing new for a farm 

girl. Especially when that work is 

historically significant.   n

Richard Nicoll (above) is a whiz 

in the tack room. Elaine Shirley 

(left) shears Leicester Longwools in 

demonstrations for the public.

Rare Breed “Featured Players” at CW

AmericAn milking reD Devon 

cAttle. The Rare Breeds program 

started with the Devons, and these may 

still be the rarest animals in the program. 

CW maintains a small herd; their rich red 

coat and black-tipped horns make them 

popular with the visitors and distinctive 

from modern breeds.

nAnkin chickens. Nankins were 

used to set quail and pheasant eggs and 

raised “as a curiosity in rich people’s 

poultry yards,” says Shirley. Nankins 

are one of the oldest breeds of “true” 

bantams—naturally small, with no large 

counterpart—and were used to create 

several new breeds in the 1800s. Shirley 

calls the Nankin “a foundation breed.”

leicester longwools. Wooly 

heads and legs make them a pain to 

shear, but that abundance of wool—

along with their fattening ability and rapid 

growth—made them good for Colonists. 

The breed died out in North America in 

the 1920s; CW had to import its initial 

herd from Tasmania in 1990.

more info: You can visit CW online at

www.cw.org and the American Livestock 

Breeds Conservancy at www.albc-usa.org.
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