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year, under exceptional conditions, they saw 

a 196-bushel-per-acre. The result was heavy 

residue and green cornstalks that can affect 

decomposition and spring soil temperatures. 

“We try to go over all my flat ground in 

the fall with a 4511 disc chisel to size and 

mix residue while doing some deep tillage 

to open up the soil for moisture penetration 

over the winter,” John explains, noting that 

yields increased by at least 10 bushels per 

acre when he started deep ripping. “On 

fields with a slope, we tend to just use the 

40-foot disc harrow. Either way, you can’t get 

all the stalks chopped up as much as you’d 

like in the fall, especially if it’s Bt corn that’s 

still on the green side. But the Sunflower is 

heavy enough that it does a better job than 

anything else I’ve seen. With some of the 

other machines, you can still see the rows 

when they’ve finished.”

Whether his fall tillage trip is with the disc 

harrow or the disc chisel, John says he they 

likes to follow up in the spring with a second 

trip with the disc harrow to incorporate 

Treflan and further chop the stalks that only 

have partially decomposed. That’s followed by 

his Sunflower 5035 field cultivator to create a 

smooth, level seedbed right before planting. 

A couple hundred miles to the east, Mike 

and Clark Grannes, who farm near Belview, 

Minn., have also taken a different approach to 

fall tillage, particularly since they increased 

the plant population of corn from 28,000 

plants per acre to 36,000 plants per acre. 

“We don’t necessarily have bigger stalks, 

but with the higher plant populations, we 

have a lot more stalks to deal with,” says 

Mike. “Today, our residue management 

program basically starts with a chopper 

on the combine to reduce the length of the 

stalks. Then, we follow in the fall with a 

Sunflower disc chisel.”

“Usually the faster we go, the better,” 

Clark adds, noting that the extra weight of 

the Sunflower unit helps prevent bouncing 

Kenny Fellerson says he likes to run the Model 4511 disc chisel 

at around six miles per hour on the “C” depth setting, which is 

just deep enough to size the stalks and bury material. 
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