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California farmer John Diener has found a way 

to make lemonade, of sorts. He’s harvesting the salts that 

stunt yields on a lemon-like piece of land and, in the 

process, increasing his harvest by about 300%. 

Tat’s just one of many resourceful practices John has 

implemented on his farm, many of which he shares with us 

in “Golden State Grower,” beginning on page 10. Working 

with the local Extension service, which his father helped 

get off the ground, John continues to help craft and perfect 

his approach to farming and share those developments 

with his neighbors. 

It’s that same resourcefulness and willingness to help 

others that have helped farmers and ranchers persevere 

through times, good and bad. Te same can be said of us 

here at AGCO, a company built on innovation designed to 

help producers get the job done. It’s a passion we spotlight 

in “Always a Pioneer” on page 14, where we list 10 of these 

trailblazing developments, such as the first rubber-tired 

tractor and the first tractor cab, all from companies that 

are part of the AGCO family tree, such as Hart-Parr, Oliver 

and Allis-Chalmers. 

It’s a proud legacy we’ve celebrated through the years 

in this magazine. Yet, as many of you know, this will be 

the last issue of Advantage. As we have with our tractor 

brands, we’ve decided to consolidate our magazines into 

just one title, Farm Life. But make no mistake: Te focus 

of Advantage on America’s producers will live on. We’ll 

continue to tell the stories of North America’s best, from 

old salts (no pun intended, John) and young turks to 

community leaders and yield champions. 

Come spring, expect to see Farm Life in your mailbox. 

Te three-year-old magazine will be larger than previous 

issues and will feature a few new twists designed to 

capture a slice of—well, farm life. We sure hope you like it.
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Vaughn gross-rhode

north Bend, 

neBraska

Among all the equipment 

in Vaughn Gross-Rhode’s 

machine sheds, there’s 

one item that might take 

some by surprise. That’s 

the two-person powered 

parachute that Vaughn 

enjoys flying when he’s 

not behind the wheel of 

a tractor. Gross-Rhode, 

who’s profiled on page 27, 

says he rarely strays far 

from his own farm and generally doesn’t get much higher 

than 500 to 1,000 feet in the wingless contraption. Still, he 

insists there’s nothing more peaceful than cruising along 

at 30 miles an hour on a calm evening, surveying his 1,700 

acres of corn, soybeans and alfalfa.  

When he’s not above them, he’s usually in the fields 

with one of his AGCO-made tractors, including an AGCO 

DT200 and a Massey Ferguson Model 8650. Thanks to 

its smooth-shifting Dyna-VT CVT transmission, the 8650 

has become his favored machine for pulling the planter 

and grain cart. Dealers: Johnson Farm Equipment, North 

Bend, Nebraska

John diener

hanford, California

John Diener shares his 

tips for water-wise farming 

beginning on page 10. 

A second-generation 

producer who farms 

in the Golden State’s 

Central Valley, one of the 

country’s most productive 

agricultural regions, Diener 

has adapted various 

innovative practices to his 

farming operation that have both increased yields and 

reduced his water inputs. Using his AGCO DT180, he’s 

also reduced another costly input—fuel—by some 20% 

as compared to earlier tractor models. Dealer: Quality 

Machinery, Hanford, California
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