
cover story

Always a Pioneer

Charles W. Hart and Charles H. Parr were still engineering 

students at the University of Wisconsin when they founded 

the Hart-Parr Gasoline Engine Company in 1897. A few 

years later, in 1901, they produced their first tractor. In the 

meantime, the partners had moved their plant to Charles 

City, Iowa. 

After developing five different models between 1901 

and 1903, they formed the Hart-Parr Tractor Company, 

becoming the first business in the United States devoted 

exclusively to tractor manufacturing.

1905
First Tractor Factory

1906
First “Tractor”
The many predecessors to AGCO brand tractors certainly 

can’t claim to have built the first tractor, as that occurred 

in 1868 when a steam-powered engine was introduced. 

However, the entire 

agricultural industry 

can credit W. H. 

Williams, sales manager 

for Hart-Parr in 1906, 

for first using the word 

“tractor.” While writing 

advertising copy, 

Williams was looking 

for a less cumbersome 

description of “traction 

engine,” which had 

been used prior to that 

time. The name tractor 

stuck, both within Hart-

Parr and the industry 

as a whole.
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through the years, 

AGCO brand predecessors 

have introduced a 

number of innovations 

that were the first of their 

kind. Without giving too 

much away, let’s just say 

these advances altered 

the way we farm and, in 

the process, won over 

a hard-core legion of 

customers to the many 

brands that have made 

this company the industry 

leader it is today. 

Consider that the 

AGCO family tree has 

as many branches as 

it has deep roots. It’s a 

long, proud history, to 

be sure, with companies 

like Hart-Parr, Oliver, 

Twin-City, Minneapolis-

Moline, Cockshutt, White, 

Rumely and Allis-Chalmers 

having played a role in 

not only shaping AGCO 

Corporation, but also 

agriculture as a whole.

It’s a proud heritage of 

making farming all the 

more productive, safer and 

satisfying a way of life—a 

heritage of industry-

leading innovation that 

we’re happy to detail here.
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