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does the multitasking,” the younger Durand relates 

with a grin. His three brothers and a sister are still 

shareholders in the operation.

In addition to the pedigreed seed they grow and 

clean, the Durands also grow canola and soybeans as 

cash crops, and sell seed from a few other companies 

that grow forage crops like alfalfa and grass hay. Plus, 

they do some custom cleaning for farmers who retain a 

portion of their own crop for seed.

While the family’s cleaning operation has been 

upgraded over the years with new cleaners, greater 

storage capacity, and additional equipment, they 

still need to do things the old-fashioned way when it 

comes to growing seed. As an example, Durand says 

he can’t use Roundup® for pre-harvest burn-down due 

to the potential for seed damage. 

“A practice these days is to kill the wheat with 

Roundup at maturity, let it dry on the stalk and 

then direct cut the crop with the combine to reduce 

equipment expenses,” he explains. “Since we can’t 

do that, we still have to swath everything, let it dry 

in the windrow and pick it up with the combine,” 

he adds.

Marc also has to practice a lot stricter rotation 

than the average farmerTnot only for disease 

prevention, but also for genetic purity, as well. 

“We’ll ofen have two to four diflerent varieties of 

wheat and one or two varieties of barley,” he says. 

“So we generally go from cereal to canola, tax or 

buckwheat before going back to cereal. We also have 

a few ffelds that are continuous wheat on wheat or 

barley on barley. fiat’s because those varieties have 

been bred for sprouting resistance to keep them 

from germinating in the windrow when swathed,” 

he explains. “However, that trait also allows them 

to stay dormant for up to 2 years, depending on soil 

conditions and rainfall.”

Marc says there are ofen trade-ofls with other 

“fiere are only a few small players lef in the business,” says Marc.

In the 45 years since 

Marc’s father started the 

operation, many farms 

have consolidated and gone 

corporate. “It’s hard to say 

what will happen with this 

business when my kids are 

old enough to take over,” says 

Marc, seen at right with his 

3-year-old daughter Emma 

and 7-year-old son Brett.
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