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As we reported in the spring issue of Farm Life, Canadian 
farmer Chuck Jansen headed efforts to purchase and ship a 
new Massey Ferguson tractor to Grace Academy, an African 
orphanage. Afer months with customs, the tractor is finally 
in use. “Opening the container and seeing this beautiful, big 
machine was quite a sight for everyone,” says John Chalkias, 
president of Seeds of Hope, a non-profit aid agency working 
with the orphanage. 

“In less thAn A yeAr, the 
AGCO Corp. Facebook site has 
climbed into the social network’s 
top 4 percent as a measure of 
total number of fans,” says Sue 
Oten, director of corporate 
communications and brand 
communications worldwide for 
AGCO. “It’s been a great tool for 
both AGCO and our customers,” she 
says, noting that the number of fans 
continues to grow daily from its 
current 13,000. 

“Not only can farmers 
learn about new Massey 
Ferguson products, but 
they can quickly get answers 

and opinions from the company and 
fellow equipment owners,” she adds. And 
this summer, AGCO is holding a video 
contest for its fans. Submit your video on 

the AGCO Facebook page and you could 
win a Flip video camera. 

But Facebook isn’t the only means of 
connecting with AGCO via social media. 

Producers can also follow the company 
on Twiter at twiter.com/AGCOcorp, 
and on a new blog, found at 
blog.AGCOcorp.com. According to 
Oten, this newest venue will include 
timely news, as well as information 
on new Massey Ferguson releases, 
customer success stories, product 
features and guest commentaries. 

AGCO is also helping producers 
connect with other resources, including 

www.agchat.org. It’s a site dedicated 
to helping farmers and ranchers 

use social media to tell their 
stories to the 98.5 percent of 
the population not engaged 

in the production of food, 
feed, fuel and fiber.

Te staff put the tractor to use immediately. Te first task 
was clearing the grounds of brush, which used to be a task 
done with machete-like tools. “Te yardsmen would spend all 
week clearing the land then start over the next week,” explains 
Chalkias. Te tractor has also been used for back-filling, moving 
the heavy building materials and clearing debris.

While the tractor has been a help with labor, Jansen says the 
ultimate purpose of the tractor is much greater. “Te tractor will 
go a long way in helping the orphanage become self-sustaining,” 
he says, explaining that the tractor will be used to harvest maize 
then eventually other crops, which will feed the children and be 
sold in the nearby village to generate income. Just as important, 
the tractor is being used to teach older boys how to operate 
machinery and perform maintenance—a skill Chalkias says will 
serve them for a lifetime. 

“Te tractor’s impact on the lives at the orphanage now 
and in the future is an example of the impact one individual’s 
actions can have,” says Russ Parker, the dealer from RedTrac 
International who sold the tractor to Jansen at a steep discount. 
“Chuck did most of the work, and all I did was provide the 
tractor,” he says. “All the farmers involved went above the call of 
duty, but then again, that’s farmers.”

An Impact in AfrIcA

Visit all of our social media sites: www.facebook.com/

AGCOcorp, www.twitter.com/AGCOcorp, and the new 

blog at blog.AGCOcorp.com.

More From 
Us Online

dwight Mitchell and phillip Mwila are among several Grace 

Academy and seeds of hope staff working with the newly 

donated Massey ferguson 2600 series tractor.
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