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Heat and Humidity can sap one’s energy and 
impact productivity, even when you’re operating 
a tractor. According to an informational bulletin 
from the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, 
“Under normal conditions, your skin, blood vessels 
and perspiration level adjust to the heat. But these 
natural cooling systems may fail if you’re exposed 
to high temperatures and humidity for too long. 

“Te result may be a heat-related illness, such 
as heat cramps, heat exhaustion or heatstroke,” the 
bulletin continues. “To dissipate heat, more blood 
circulates through your skin. Tis leaves less blood 
for your muscles, which increases your heart rate. 
If the humidity is high, your body faces added 
stress because sweat doesn’t readily evaporate 
from your skin—which only pushes your body 
temperature higher.” 
Climate-Controlled CabS. Tat’s one reason 
Massey Ferguson offers a climate-controlled cab as 
standard or optional equipment on a large number 
of tractor models, including all its high-horespower 

models, as well as the 
1600 Series compact 
tractors and new HD2600 
Series utility tractors. 

“We do offer Massey Ferguson sub-compact and utility series with an 
open platform only,” says Neal Generose, product marketing manager 
for Massey Ferguson compact and 2600 Series tractors and lifestyle 
products. “We also have cab models available in virtually every size range 
from 35 horsepower up to the high-horsepower models, where a cab 
becomes standard equipment. All feature the comfort of heating and air 
conditioning, as well as greater seat comfort and maximum visibility.” 
ProteCt yourSelf and your traCtor. On the other hand, if you 
have a tractor without a cab, there are still things you can do to stay cool. 
One is to contact your Massey Ferguson dealer about installing a canopy 
on your ROPS-equipped, open-platform tractor to provide shade. You 
should also drink plenty of water or unsweetened drinks throughout the 
day. Keeping hydrated is the first step in keeping cool.

It’s also important to wear loose-fiting, light-colored clothing that 
reflects the sunlight, along with a broad-brimmed hat and sunglasses. 
Applying sunscreen is also a must. Remember, you can get sunburned 
even in the shade, and that too much sunlight is dangerous, so limit your 
sunlight exposure whenever possible.  

Finally, it’s important to properly maintain the heating, ventilation 
and air-conditioning (HVAC) systems on tractors that do have a 
cab. Tat means keeping the systems clean and changing the cab air 
filters on a regular basis, and making sure the system has an adequate 
level of coolant. Today’s R134 coolant generally requires the use of a 
pressure gauge and professional charging, so don’t hesitate to contact 
your local AGCO dealer if the cab isn’t being sufficiently cooled. On 
hot days like these, your health and productivity can depend on it.

—Tarran E. Gaines
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