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To help with chores, Rheta Conner (pictured 

here with her dealer Donald Harter of 

Harmony Outdoor Equipment) and Max Parrot recently 

upgraded to a new Massey Ferguson 1533 compact tractor, 

with 4WD and 33 hp, from Harmony Outdoor Equipment in 

Auburn. “Max does most of the tractor work, and it’s great 

for grading the arena and driveway,” Conner says. “He also 

uses it to pull logs, as we have a wood burning furnace for 

our cabin. The front-end loader moves stones and manure. 

With eight horses, we always have a lot of manure! The 

best part is it’s so easy to use,” she adds. “We also like the 

snail and turtle speeds that fit our work.” During summer, 

the fun begins: The 1533 compact tractor is hooked up to 

the haywagon to give students and parents a hayride.

If you’d like more information about Dusty Dreams, 

Rheta and Max plan to have a website running 

by this summer at www.dustydreams.org. For 

general information about equine therapy see the wesbites 

for the NCRTC (National Council for Therapeutic Recreation 

Certification), www.NCTRC.org, and the ATRA (American 

Therapeutic Recreation Association), www.atra-tr.org.

(Above) Conner shows student James Lee how to pick out 
the hoof of a horse. (Above right) Lee rides Beauty.

geting movement and exercise. Teir bodies are geting a 
workout whether they know it or not. Tat’s a good thing.”

Parents of children receiving treatment at Dusty Dreams 
agree that the therapy helps. “James, who is 13, has been in 
the program for 2 years, and the results are awesome,” says 
Kathy Robbins, of Fort Wayne, about her son who has autism. 
“We have seen improvements in gross and fine motor skills, 
particularly upper body strength in carrying the saddle. Also, 
he is able to spell out words using sign language. 

“Preparing the horse is work, and riding is his reward,” she 
adds with a smile.   •
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