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the
Aeration helps keep the ball rolling 

on the golf course. Meet the guy 
who makes it happen.

It’s just afer dawn at RedGate, one of the 
Washington, D.C., area’s best public golf 
courses. Tee time is still hours away. But 
Ken Cominsky is already here to shoot a 
few holes—in the greens.

Cominsky and his crew roll in with a 
fleet of Massey Ferguson utility and mid-
size tractors and a variety of implements. 
Te work of aerating the greens—a 
necessary process that loosens soil 
beneath the surface for beter drainage 
and root development for a course’s 
grasses—takes just a few hours. Tat’s a 

far cry from the days when golf course 
supervisors walked around with a block 
of wood spiked with nails, poking and 
punching at bare spots on the greens and 
hoping for the best. When Ken and the 
boys wrap up, the job is done and the 
greens are playable right away. Tat’s a 
big deal, especially for public golf courses 
that lose revenue for every lost hour of 
playing time.

Cominsky knew how important 
that timing would be when he started 
his aerification business in 1988. 

Already a 12-year veteran of golf course 
maintenance, he spoted a new machine 
at a trade show that would make the job 
quicker and do it beter than anything 
he’d yet seen.

Te machine, called a Soil Reliever, 
got penetration twice as deep as anything 
else on the market at the time, and its 
unique action (see “Perfect Punch,” right) 
relieved compaction deep below the 
surface. Te machine cost $20,000, and 
would need the right tractor to run it (see 
“Te Creeper,” right).
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