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For more information about the Luling Watermelon 

thump, visit www.watermelonthump.com. the 2011 

festival is tentatively scheduled for June 23–26. 

Deep in the heart oF texas, less than an
hour’s drive from San Antonio, the town of Luling 
will celebrate its 57th annual watermelon festival 
at the end of June. �e �ump, as it’s known, 
was started back in 1954 to honor local growers 
and one of their favorite watermelon varieties, 
the Black Diamond. �e festival has grown like a 
weed in the watermelon patch ever since.

�is year, the �ump, which runs from June 
24 to 27, is expected to draw thousands of melon 
fans. A lotery will determine which lucky folks can 
compete in a seed-spiting contest on a specially 
designed, 75-foot long spitway. To date, the record 
is 68 feet, 9Tfifl inches. Don’t laugh. Top spiters can 
win $500 cash, and anyone who breaks the record, 
set in 1968, will pocket a cool thousand.

 If spiting’s not your style, chow down instead 
in a watermelon speed-eating contest, or stroll 
around and enjoy live music, carnival rides, a 
parade and more. You can watch the crowning of 
the Watermelon Queen and her court, and cheer 
for the champion grower who takes home a prize 
for the biggest, best Black Diamond at the �ump. 

With so much at stake, Jamie Nickells, the 
�ump’s spokesman, gave us a few tips on 

winning the spit. “You can’t worry about how 
you look when you spit,” he says, so drop your 
inhibitions and pucker up. 
And because “bigger is 
heavier and travels farther,” 
use only the melon’s mature, 
hard black seeds (they’ll 
provide them for you). 

It helps, Nickells says, 
if you can roll your tongue 
into a shoot and put some 
air behind the seed. “We 
used to say, ‘Spit up,’ but 
not literally. Some people 
are good at spiting down 
to make the seeds bounce 
quicker and faster, so see 
what works for you. �e 
bounce counts, so it’s where the seed stops, not 
where it hits. If nothing else, just blow hard.”   •

Favorites	from	the	Thump	and	from	our	

story	on	page	24:

sWeet prinCess	www.reimerseeds.com

Crimson sWeet	www.gurneys.com

paLomar	www.rogersadvantage.com/

products/watermelon.asp

JaDe star	www.westcoastseeds.com

ruBy seeDLess	www.rohrerseeds.com

imagination	www.rogersadvantage.com/

products/watermelon.asp	

CharLeston Jr. www.parkseed.com

moon anD stars	www.seedsavers.org

rattLesnake	www.burpee.com

BLaCk DiamonD	www.rohrerseeds.com

Luling, Texas, hosts the premier watermelon festival.
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