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Drive Defensively.	Realizing	that	the	best	

offense	is	a	good	defense,	the	American	

Society	of	Agricultural	and	Biological	

Engineers	and	the	American	Farm	Bureau	

Federation	offer	the	following	safety	tips:	

Keep	travel	on	public	roads	to	a	

minimum	and	limit	it,	when	possible,	

to	daytime	hours	when	traffic	is	at	a	

minimum	and	visibility	is	good.

Make	sure	brake	pedals	are	locked	

together	and	that	brakes	are	adjusted	

for	equal	pedal	movement	to	ensure	the	

tractor	will	stop	in	a	straight	line.	

Consider	using	an	escort	vehicle	with	

flashing	lights	when	the	tractor	or	

equipment	extends	beyond	the	center	of	

the	road	into	the	oncoming	traffic	lane,	

especially	on	narrow,	rural	roads.

Ensure	that	all	lights	are	working,	and	

keep	flashing	lights	on	when	operating	

farm	equipment	on	public	roads.	

Lighting	should	include	turn	signals,	

headlights	and	taillights.

Make	sure	the	load	does	not	obscure	

lights	and	warning	devices.	Consider	

installing	lights	on	the	back	of	wagons	

and	implements	at	eye	level	of	motorists.

Have	slow-moving	vehicle	(SMV)	

emblems	(required	in	most	states	for	

vehicles	traveling	less	than	25	mph)	

and	reflectors	in	place	on	all	tractors	

and	implements,	and	make	sure	they	are	

clean	and	in	good	condition.

Use	reflective	tape	to	increase	the	

visibility	of	tractors	and	equipment.	

Experts	recommend	applying	it	to	the	

front,	back	and	sides	of	your	equipment.	

Signal	your	intensions	and	double-

check	for	approaching	vehicles	in	both	

directions	before	making	a	left	turn.	

imagine you’re Driving a tractor, 
while pulling a long load, and you’re geting 
ready to turn lef into a field. Knowing that 
it’s going to take a wide turn to line up with 
the gate, you swing to the right in preparation for the maneuver. Unfortunately, a 
motorist coming up behind you thinks you’re moving over so he can pass and starts 
around just as you begin your lef turn!

Te National Safety Council says about one-third of fatal tractor accidents occur 
on public roads. Moreover, nearly half of all incidents between motorists and farm 
implements involve one of two scenarios—the lef-turn collision described above or 
the rear-end collision, with the number of incidents involving each scenario being 
about equal. 

Te rear-end collisions, of course, can generally 
be atributed to difference in speed between 
automobiles and tractors. Consider, for example, 
that a car traveling at 55 mph can overtake and 
close a gap of 300 feet with a tractor running 15 
mph in about 5 seconds.

Sometimes an incident doesn’t even involve another 
vehicle. Running off the road, overturning, striking a 
fixed object or falling from equipment make up the 
remainder of the road-related incidents. 

Finally, consider that tractor/car collisions don’t 
just happen during bad weather or hazardous 
conditions. In fact, studies repeatedly show that 
nearly 80% occur on dry, straight roads during 
daytime hours.

Your	local	Massey	Ferguson®	

dealer	has	all	the	products	

you	need	to	improve	transport	

safety,	including	SMV	emblems	

and	decals,	reflective	tape,	light	

kits,	rearview	mirrors	and	ROPS	

(roll-over	protection	structure)	for	

older	tractors.

f i r s t  g e a r

Stay Safe
On the Road

for more, visit fb.org and search 

for “tractor road safety.”
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