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The firsT hinTs of fall have finally reached 
southern Alabama. Blissfully moderate temperatures 
have begun to replace the scorching heat of summer. 
Sunlight has taken on sof tones of gold, as leaves 
of maple and elm have begun their transformation 
from green to reds and yellows.

It’s harvest time—Edward Strickland’s favorite 
time of year. He pulls a peanut pod off a stalk that 
sticks topsy-turvy—on its head—in a windrow in 
his field. He cracks the shell and checks the two 
kernels inside. Years of experience tell him whether 
the peanuts are dry enough to be combined.

Making the right decision is important for 
Strickland. He and his son Eddie have 860 acres 
of goobers siting in the field ready to be harvested 
from their farm near Slocomb, Alabama, a hop, skip 
and a jump north of the Florida Panhandle. 

Start too early, before the kernels have been 
adequately air-dried, and the peanuts will not 
combine properly and grades will be reduced. But 
Strickland also cannot afford to wait too long. Te 
window for efficient harvest is narrow.

“Te dewpoint and relative humidity have to be 
below 70% or the threshers in the machine will not 
efficiently separate the pods from the plants. Tey’ll 
just ride out the back of the combine with the 
straw,” he explains. “We seldom can start combining 
until afer the dew dries in the morning. Sometimes 
it’s afer lunch, and we have to quit by dark. And if it 
rains, we’re shut down for several days.”

Satisfied that it’s safe to proceed, Strickland 
signals to Eddie, who cranks up a four-wheel-drive 
Massey Ferguson® tractor that pulls a massive 
four-row combine into the field. A plume of dust 
rises in the air as Eddie engages the gears that send 
the pickup reels whirling. Strickland will drive a 
similar rig.

Some three days earlier, the Stricklands were 
in this same field with a couple of digger/shaker/
inverters. Tese tractor-pulled machines dig up the 
peanut plants, shake the dirt from the roots and 
stack them upside down, with the pods at the top—
two 36-inch-wide rows per windrow. Tis lets the 
sunshine and air penetrate the root system of the 
plants and dry the kernels so they can be removed 
efficiently from the stalks.

Goober harvest is fast-paced and dusty work, 
just the way Edward Strickland likes it.
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