
Michel, Mark and Richard Simon check on 
alfalfa that is nearly ready for harvest.

Straw from the Simons’ wheat and barley crops 
serves as bedding in the barn throughout the year.
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fed a mixture of alfalfa and corn silage, 
as well as flakes of dry alfalfa from 
3- x 3-foot square bales. Te milking 
herd also receives a ration of grain and 
supplements up to nine times a day from 
an automatic feeder that moves around 
the barn on a track. 

“Each cow receives a certain amount 
of grain based upon her milk production 
and potential,” says Richard. “A sensor 
above each cow tells the robotic feeder 
how much grain to drop, but it generally 
ranges from 25 to 28 pounds per day for 
our top cows.” 

Quality	Forage	

Native grass, Timothy and alfalfa 
from the Simons’ approximately 550 
acres of hay are an important part of the 
daily ration for all cows. However, top-
quality dry hay is particularly important 
to the milking herd. 

“We try to cut early if we can,” says 
Michel. “We don’t like alfalfa to even get 
into the late-bud stage.”

Te Simons seed new fields of alfalfa 
at between 15 and 17 pounds of seed 
per acre. “We like to seed alfalfa prety 
thick,” Michel adds. “Te tight crowding 
causes the stems to be thinner, which 
makes the crop much more palatable. If 
the stems get too thick and hard, they’ll 
just push them aside.”

To preserve quality and improve 
digestibility during harvest, the Simons 
also limit their cuting width to 12 feet 
using a Massey Ferguson 1372 disc 
mower. “We could get a bigger mower-
conditioner, but we would rather spend 
more time cuting a field and get in 
there a lot faster with the baler,” Rheal 
explains. “It takes about another day and 
a half for the crop to dry with a 16-foot 
header, as compared to the 1372. As it 
is now, we just let it dry a couple days, 
depending on conditions, rake two 
windrows together and bale it.”   •
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