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farmers to clear their land or to ty an airplaneThe’s also a 
licensed pilotTon nighfiime patrols of their property. Afler 8 
disciplined years, the Lightseys paid o— the debt from the tax. 

Learning from experience, Cary and Layne made their own 
estate planning a top priority. Today, the farm’s value nearly 
reaches $53 million, and about 70 percent of their land is in a 
limited liability partnership. “We have estate planning for the 
next two generations of our family,” says Cary. 

Lightsey’s Enduring Legacy 

Even afler being named 2009’s Southeastern Farmer of the 
Year (see box at right), Cary is always quick to credit his entire 
family for the success of the farm. He met his wife, Marcia, 
in their high school art class (she helped him write his speech 
when running for Florida state FFA president). fey’ve been 
married almost 40 years, and Marcia (Florida’s 2009 Woman 
of the Year in Agriculture) handles all of the Lightsey Cafile 
Company’s bookkeeping. 

feir oldest daughter, Lori, helps run the computer aspect 
of their business, including online cafile sales. feir son Clint 
works right beside Cary and remarkably knows everything 
about all 7,000 head of cafile. Marcia calls Leigh Ann, their 
youngest, “our career girl.” Although, she has a non-Lightsey 
marketing job, Leigh Ann and her husband always help work 
the Lightsey cows. Each of Cary and Marcia’s three children 
and seven grandchildren help manage their own herds, making 
them the seventh and 8 generations of Lightsey cafile ranchers 
in this part of the state. 

Cary admits that the business would not be what it is without 

Cary thinks his spirited 5-year-old 

granddaughter Hattie Mae will 

one day take over the farm.

Meet the 6th, 7th, and 8th generations of 

Lightseys to herd cattle in central Florida.
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