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enough students to justify a traditional 
marching band, was open to the idea 
of teaching kids traditional music 
and starting its own string band, the 
Albert Hash Memorial Band, which 
today is about 25 to 30 students 
strong (and possibly more once the 
schools combine). High school band 
members play Tddle, banjo, guitar, 
mandolin, dulcimer, bass, harmonica 
and dobro. And all of the students in 
the school receive lessons in singing 
and traditional dance, as well as basic 
instrumental instruction. Spencer 
estimates that at least half of the 
students at the Mt. Rogers School can 
play one or more instruments. “Several 
of them have family members who can 
play and had family members in the 
band years ago,” she says.

Spencer has been in charge of the 
music program at the Mt. Rogers 
School for the last 18 years. “When I 
was in college and Trst playing music, 
this was something I never thought 

of doing,” admits Spencer. “But now 
we’re seeing a second generation of kids 
come into the program. We’re lucky our 
school system lets us do this.”

Even though Spencer’s music program 
has been promised a continued life affier 
school consolidation, she is worried 
about what the closing of the Mt. Rogers 
School will do to her small and closely 
knit mountaintop community. “It always 
hurts a community when you lose your 
school,” she says. “People don’t realize 
how it’s going to change things.” Spencer 
is part of a local efiort to turn the lifle 
school into a Folk Life Center, but there 
are no deTnite plans as of yet.

Spencer explains that the 
Appalachian music program is 
especially important for the self-esteem 
it gives students. “ffey learn to be 
proud of their heritage,” she says. “I 
think it should be in schools all over 
the country, that kids should learn 
their own music to pass on their 
local cultures.”   •

Though the tiny school is scheduled to close, 
Emily (top right, in her classroom) hopes to 

turn the building into a cultural center. That 
way, student musicians like Brandon Carpenter 

(left) and Dustin Blevins can continue to 
study mountain music closer to home.
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