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Win Tis Artist’s Original!

You could win the 
original artwork from 
this page, created for us 
exclusively by Farm Life 
artist Ray E. Watkins, Jr., 
and beautifully framed 
and mated. We’ll draw 
the winner from readers 
who respond to the card 
in the center of this 
issue, or go online to 
respond at myfarmlife.
com/gettoknow.

Soil Sample

Before planting, Gullion takes soil samples to determine 
the pH level and what minerals are needed. It typically 
takes 2 to 3 weeks for a sample to be returned. Samples 
may be sent to your local Extension service or land-grant 
university for testing. 

Te Design

Irregular features, such as curved edges or fingers, along 
with old brush piles or some weedy areas, provide animals a 
sense of protection. Gullion also cuts lanes about 20 yards in 
length that connect the plot to adjacent wooded areas.

Preparation

While the soil sample is being tested, Gullion will 
thoroughly cut unwanted vegetation in the plot once or twice 
before planting, sometimes applying herbicide to further 
eliminate unwanted growth.

Maintenance

When using a plot he’s planted with forage, Gullion will 
mow the area a few times during the year. Tis encourages 
new growth and, along with fertilization, helps annuals, such 
as clover, thrive for several years. 

For those planting crops, you’ll need to follow the 
prescribed planting dates for your zone, which may be 
obtained from your local Extension service. State hunting 
regulations vary about hunting over manipulated crops, so 
check before planting and hunting seasons begin.   •

The	following	plants	

grow	in	many	regions	

of	North	America.	We	

recommend,	however,	

that	you	check	with	

your	local	Extension	

service	to	determine	what	grows	

best	where	you	live.	

Brassicas	Probably	the	most	

popular	crops	are	rape	and	turnips,	

both	of	which	produce	in	winter.	

Cold	weather	helps	the	leaves	

become	more	delectable	to	deer	

and	rabbits.	Several	different	

varieties	of	brassicas	are	used	

in	commercial	food-plot	mixtures	

available	for	purchase	at	retail	or	

co-op	stores.

clover	This	is	easy	to	plant	

and	get	established,	with	proper	

soil	conditioning,	but	is	not	very	

resilient	in	cold	weather.	Provides	

some	browse	during	deer-hunting	

season	and	in	spring	for	turkeys.	

Clover	also	attracts	insects,	which	

are	eaten	by	turkeys,	quail	and	

songbirds.

corn	Deer	will	eat	the	young	

shoots	in	summer,	which	can	

stunt	growth,	but	may	overlook	it	

if	other	natural	forage	is	available.	

Corn	offers	little	protein	but	is	

high	in	carbohydrates,	which	deer	

tend	to	crave	in	winter.	It	may	

attract	raccoons,	turkeys	and	

songbirds,	too.

soyBeans	Tender	growth	in	

summer	may	be	trampled	by	deer.	

If	a	field	is	large	enough,	however,	

soybeans	can	thrive	and	provide	

good	protein	content	in	autumn	

and	winter.	Turkeys	may	eat	

leftover	beans	in	winter	and	spring.	

winter wheat and rye	These	

two	forage	species	are	planted	

often	due	to	their	hardiness	in	

winter	and	because	they	return	in	

springtime	when	native	vegetation	

may	be	struggling	or	still	dormant.	

Wheat,	rye,	clover,	and	rape	or	

turnips	often	are	combined	in	

plots	to	provide	food	sources	at	

different	times	of	the	year.	Wheat	

and	rye	are	favored	by	deer,	

turkeys	and	rabbits.
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