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Winterize
Your Investment

There’s more To sToring your tractor for the winter months than 
just washing away the grime and giving it a good shine. If done right, 
what you do before you close the barn doors could save you time and 
money next spring.

For many North American farmers, the winter months are when the 
tractor sits idle. Tere are exceptions, though, based on different regions 
of the country and the crops involved. According to AGCO Parts and 
Product Manager Bill New, standard “winterizing” tips apply to producers 
who store their tractors for long periods.  

Planning ahead can reduce costly equipment repairs and the related 
downtime of having your tractor in the shop. “When you consider those 
small windows of opportunity for cultivation, harvest, etc., there isn’t a 
lot of extra time to wait out a repair,” says New. “Missing that window 

could jeopardize your crops 
and the income generated 
from those crops.”

Beyond lost time, it’s 
important to check your 
tractor to avoid other, less 
obvious costs. For instance, 
input costs (like fuel) and field 
efficiency may not be at their 
best when the tractor isn’t 
operating at top performance.

—Susan Fotovich McCabe

Your masseY Ferguson dealer	is	there	to	help	

with	all	maintenance	needs,	and	with	the	new	PM360	

maintenance	program,	keeping	your	tractor	running	

smoothly	is	easier	than	ever.	Still,	New	recommends	

following	a	few	simple,	do-it-yourself	rules,	including:	

 ■ store the tractor in a covered area.

 ■ remove any crop debris from the machine to avoid 

attracting animals that might cause damage to 

electrical or rubber components. 

 ■ Wash and wax the tractor before storing. Be sure 

to cover exposed metal with a little paint.

 ■ Change the oil and filters. operate at low idle for 

5 minutes to lubricate parts.

 ■ lubricate all points and exposed metal surfaces 

that slide in and out of seals.

 ■ raise the wheels to keep them off the ground.

 ■ if possible, drain the fuel and diesel exhaust fluid 

tank to avoid a buildup of condensation.

 ■ Protect the air inlet and exhaust from humidity 

and pests by covering them with a cloth or other 

suitable material.

 ■ remove the battery and store it in a dry location.

 ■ slacken off the engine accessories belt tensioner.

 ■ use a cloth to protect the instrument panel from 

direct sunlight if the tractor is stored outside.

 ■ lower the three-point lift linkage to relieve 

pressure on the hydraulic system.

 ■ To learn more about the new Pm360 preventative 

maintenance program, visit AGCOParts.com/

AGCOpm360program.

If	you	have	any	questions,	

please	reference	your	operator’s	

manual	or	contact	your	dealer.		

One more tip: Many	Massey	Ferguson	

dealers	offer	operator	training	classes,	

which	include	winterization	tips.	For	

information,	contact	your	nearest	

dealer,	which	you	can	find	by	visiting	

masseyferguson.com.
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