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c o v e r  s t o r y

seven kids in my own family … and now 
almost 30 grandkids. We’re a close bunch. 

“We usually have a big family gathering 
every Christmas or at least once a year. 
ffey come home, and all my nieces and 
nephews get the skates on and come out 
and play hockey or go on wagon rides. We 
have a big bonTre, sometimes on the hill 
that overlooks the valley and sometimes 
near the pond house. We end up there to 
warm up and have some hot chocolate.” 

 “We’ve had lots of fun there,” says 
David’s wife, Edith, of the pond and 
lodge, just a few hundred yards from the 
house. “It brings people here, and that’s 
what we want.” 

Life, like the ice on the pond, doesn’t 
last long enough. “If there is a reason to 
celebrate,” Edith says, “you celebrate it.”

ffe Brown boys say they appreciate 
the whole setup, too. While the two older 
sons, Nick and Mike, are away at college 
this year, Nathan and Marcus keep the 
rink in use. “It’s my favorite sport,” says 
Marcus, 8, about hockey. “I’ve learned 
how to play here.”

Says his 15-year-old brother Nathan, 
“ffe pond is really great, because in the 
wintertime I can go out and have a couple 
of friends over and have a pickup game. 
It’s a good time.”

Edith says she didn’t realize just how 
much the rink meant to her sons, until 
one Christmas at church. “Nick had to 
stand up,” she recalls, “and talk about his 
Christmas memories. He must have been 
in the 9th or 10th [grade]. He talked 
about our family gatherings and how 
we get together and do wagon rides and 
bonTres, skate and what not. It made me 
realize that it is part of their tradition. It’s 
something these boys look forward to.

“It’s the gifi that keeps on giving,” she 
says with a warmth in her voice that could 
easily take the chill ot a cold winter night. 

Sure, David’s present to his boys 
was a hockey rink, but in reality it was 
much more.   •

Marcus and Mike suit 
up in the warmth of 
the “Lower Cove Lodge,” 
while below, Nathan joins them for 
a skate on the adjacent rink.
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