
LocaLs just caLL it Pee Wee’s Bull Ride. And by the 
second Saturday in February, flyers for the event plaster just 
about every square inch of prime ad space in Williston. Tey’re 
tacked to cork bulletin boards, telephone poles and the front 
doors of antique shops downtown. 

Since 1997, the small Florida community has packed 
Horseman’s Park—about a mile and a half outside of town—
for the Pee Wee Mercer Benefit Rodeo. All the proceeds go 
directly to Glen “Pee Wee” Mercer, a hometown boy and 
champion bull rider who is now a quadriplegic afer a riding 
injury in 1995. 

Mercer was raised around horses and catle, and at age 13 
entered his first junior rodeo. He placed second in the bull-
riding competition, and continued to hone his talent as a high 
school champion and later a regular bull rider—and winner—
on the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association circuit. 
Mercer had proven his worth by age 25 and was riding in his 
prime when the accident happened.

Afer the injury, Mercer couldn’t move anything below his 
neck. He was totally reliant on his caregivers. He couldn’t turn 
on or off his television, CD player or lights. He couldn’t talk 
on the phone. He couldn’t e-mail. He was becoming more 
disconnected from his friends. 

Te late Levi Kuhn, one of Mercer’s high school buddies, 
organized the first benefit rodeo 13 years ago. With the money 
raised, he bought Mercer a voice-activated computer that 
allowed him to do just about everything on a PC that an abled 
person can do. Mercer also bought a van to accommodate his 
wheelchair, and in 2006, he even donated a portion of his own 
benefit proceeds to victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Te past few years, family friend Andy “Boar Hog” Mills 
and Cliff Harris, a rodeo clown from nearby Micanopy, have 
organized the benefit. “When a man is lying there and can’t 
go to work, I feel like I need to help,” says Mills. “If we get 
between $9,000 and $15,000 out of it, then we’ve 
hit a home run.”

Te rodeo usually falls on the Southern States Professional 
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Bullriders Association circuit calendar, but this year’s event 
will be an invitational. “Pee Wee wants some of the local bull 
riders to come out and compete as well,” says Harris.

Weather and health permiting, Mercer will make an 
appearance at the rodeo, motoring himself around in the 
wheelchair he controls with his mouth. 

And he’ll be guaranteed to receive an ovation from the 
arena packed with locals.

Williston is the kind of community with a main street that 
turns pedestrian-only on Halloween so kids can safely trick 
or treat among the shops. It’s a mostly rural area, filled with 
peanut, catle and horse farms. And it supports its own who 
have experienced tragedy. 

“Tat’s one of the reasons everyone rallies behind Pee Wee,” 
says Mary Kline, executive director of the Williston Chamber 
of Commerce. “Tey all know him. Tey all grew up with him. 
Small-town people usually take care of each other.”   •

iding 
n

s t o r y  B y  t a n n e r  L a t h a m

P h o t o s  B y  t i m  c L a r k

Pee Wee Mercer’s hometown 
of Williston, Fla., turns 
out each February for a 
rodeo to support its former 
champion. 

For more info on the Pee Wee mercer Benefit rodeo, 

scheduled for February 12, 2011, contact the Williston 

chamber of commerce at www.willistonfl.org.
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