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with historical buildings that once supported a 
fiourishing commerce. Today, the approximately 
100-year-old structures serve as an appropriately 
picturesque sefling for Engel’s collection. 

te Engels haven’t always lived in such a rural 
environment. Bill taught accounting at Longview 
Community College in Lee’s Summit, Mo.Ta 
Kansas City suburbTfor 30 years before moving 
to the country. When it was time to retire, the 
couple relocated to approximately 3,000 acres of 
land, just outside of Denver, where they now grow 
approximately 450 acres of corn and soybeans and 
manage a 250-cow beef herd in partnership with 
their son, Jay. 

Of course, the slower lifestyle and close 
proximity to their grandchildren had a lot to do 
with Bill’s interest in sleighs in the —rst placeTthat 
and a run-down sleigh he bought at an auction. “I 
thought it needed my help,” he says, recalling the 
—rst sleigh he purchased in 1999. “Everything today 
seems to be [looking] back toward our past, and 
tradition is what Christmas is all about.”

Today, Bill is passionate about preserving the 
past. He not only collects sleighs, ice skates, and 
sleigh accessories, like foot warmers and bells, but 
he also repairs and rebuilds many of the vintage 
vehicles in the process. He loves to educate people 
about his sleighs. It’s in that spirit Bill offers 
the description of what he calls the four general 
categories of sleighs, all of which are represented at 
the Sleigh Works.

 “te —rst,” says Bill, “are the ‘cu�ers’ or speed 

sleighs, which are what most people think of when 
you mention sleighs. tese are very light in weight 
and higher off the ground, and were the type 
generally portrayed on postcards and Currier and 
Ives prints.”

te business or utility sleighs were the type 
most ofen used by farmers and families. Like 
today’s minivan, they were multi-purpose vehicles, 
complete with rear seats that could be removed for 
additional cargo space. 

“Another type of business sleigh was the bob-

runner sleighs,” Bill relates. “tey, too, ofen had 
a removable rear seat or a platform seat that could 
be removed for hauling freight or cargo. te main 

difference was they had two sets of runners, much 
like a wagon, so they could turn easier.

“In fact, some wagon-style bob-runner sleighs 
were designed with axles that would accept both 
wheels and runners,” he continues. “tere were 
others that had runners that could be replaced with 
buggy wheels. ten, all you had to do was add the 
removable buggy top and it was ready to go when 
the snow was gone.”

te —nal sleigh type is the Canadian/Russian 

sleigh, which was built much sturdier to withstand 
heavier snows. tis is the style of sleigh depicted in 
the movie Doctor Zhivago. 

 “Now that Russia has opened up, we’ve been 
fortunate to get a few more sleighs of that type 
that have been brought over from Eastern Europe, 
including one built in the 1700s that I bought for 
Bill as a gif,” says Linda. “Of all the sleighs in our 
collection, it’s still one of my favorites.”   •

the Denver sleigh Works is open by appointment only. to see the collection, simply contact Bill at 660-786-2305 

or hesper43@unitedwb.coop. the couple also has a web site at go.myfarmlife.com/sleighs.

In a One-Horse 
                                               Sleigh
It	would	be	pretty	hard	these	days	to	�nd	a	horse-drawn	sleigh	

at	your	local	Massey	Ferguson	dealer.	But	that	wasn’t	the	

case	at	Massey-Harris	dealerships	nearly	100	years	ago.	As	a	

predecessor	to	today’s	Massey	Ferguson	brand,	Massey-Harris	

once	sold	an	assortment	of	wagons	and	horse-drawn	sleighs	as	

a	complement	to	a	full	line	of	plows,	cultivators,	mowers,	rakes,	

binders,	and	more.

Through	an	agreement	with	the	Bain	Wagon	Company,	the	

Massey-Harris	Company	was	selling	wagons	and	sleighs	as	

early	as	the	late	1800s.	Established	in	1882	by	John	Bain,	the	

son	of	a	cabinetmaker,	the	original	Bain	works	were	located	in	

Cedar	Creek,	Ontario.	However,	the	company	settled	in	nearby	

Woodstock	in	1896—one	year	after	the	Bain	Wagon	Company	

was	brought	into	the	Massey-Harris	family	as	a	subsidiary	or	

associate	company.	

With	help	from	Massey-Harris	and	its	dealers,	the	Bain	Wagon	

Company	soon	grew	to	become	the	best-known	and	largest	

manufacturer	of	farm	wagons,	sleighs	and	other	farm	accessories	

in	Canada.	By	1901,	the	company	had	200	employees	and	

annually	produced	over	10,000	wagons.	Finally,	in	1926,	Massey-

Harris	took	complete	control	as	owner	of	the	company.	
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