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The Freys (above) at their Weston Red Barn 
Farm keep their decorations simple yet festive, 

oftentimes using items right off the farm.

making it memorable. Tat includes adding twinkling 
lights to the barn and house, and decorating the gates with 
handcra—ed wreaths. Tey also use gourds painted a shiny 
silver to enhance the centerpiece on the family harvest table, 
where they enjoy food right of the farm.

“We always have one of our turkeys, and then we use our 
eggs to make deviled eggs,” says Frey. “Of course, we use our 
pumpkins, apples and peaches to make the holiday pies.”

Decorating the Ranch 

Annie Haven’s California ranch in San Juan Capistrano, 
Calif., has been home to many a Christmas celebration. 
Haven lets her imagination run wild when decorating parts 
of her ranch, which includes 360 acres, a barn, and her 
125-year-old home.

A staple each year at Christmas is Haven’s washtub snowman. 
First cra—ed by her grandfather, Haven builds her own by 
stacking three diferent-size galvanized tubs, which she paints 
white. She uses le—over wire from the farm as arms and tops the 
whole thing of with an old cofee can painted black.

“My moto is work with what you have,” says Haven. “It’s just 
a mater of looking around the farm, gathering stuf and puting 
it together. I say if it’s not being used, it gets something put on it.”

In her quest to put items from her farm to good use at 
Christmas, Haven brightens the many fences that border her 
property with homemade wreathes. She makes the wreaths by 
intertwining barbed wire, rope, greenery from her Cedar trees, 
oak leaves and pine cones, sprinkled with gliter. Te only item 
that doesn’t come from the farm is silk poinsetia fiowers she 
buys from the store and ataches to the wreaths.

When Haven isn’t busy running her catle and crop operation, 
and her family’s seventh-generation seed business, or selling 
her soil tea conditioner products (under the name Authentic 
Haven Brand), she is scouting new uses for old farm equipment 
and accessories. Take, for example, Haven’s hay rakes, which 
she adorns with strings of Christmas lights that can be seen by 
passersby who travel along the frontage road near her ranch.  

Ten, there’s the Buford Mechanical Steer she uses to train 
her horses. It, too, is adorned with batery-operated lights and set 
up in a pasture, pivoting around and around a 30-foot track.

Now, that’s a signature look.   •
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