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ImagIne your reactIon if you saw a 
thief pull a truck and flatbed trailer up 
to your year’s hay crop and haul off half 
of it. If you’re storing your round bales 
outside, you could be losing just as much 
from mold and rot. 

“Even under the best of conditions, it is 
hard to prevent losses of 25 to 30% when 

hay is stored outside,” says University 
of Georgia Extension Specialist 

Dennis Hancock. Te range 
is typically 40 to 60%. 

“Hay production is a 
costly enterprise,” 

he says, citing 
a recent 

University of Georgia production budget 
that shows the average material cost to 
produce hay is about $75 a ton. “When 
we waste so much, we cost ourselves a 
lot of money.” 

Here, then, is a list of practices, 
compliments of Hancock, that can save 
on hay storage losses.
elevate, elevate, elevate. “Use 
old telephone poles, old tires, pallets, 
anything to help keep it off the ground. 
Otherwise, the bales wick up moisture 
from the ground and the botom of the 
bales stay saturated,” says Hancock.
thInk north-South. Bales should be 
stored in rows, end to end, in the sun 
and oriented in a north-south direction. 
Te Georgia extension specialist says 
that allows the sun to hit the larger 

surface areas of the bales during 
daylight hours, keeping them as 

dry as possible. Also, leave at 
least 3 feet between rows to 

allow for adequate 
air circulation. 

cover up. A tarp is a sound investment. 
When tightly stretched and tied down 
over a pyramid-shaped stack of hay, it 
can reduce dry mater losses to 5 to 8% 
in the first 12 months. 
net-Wrap, not tWIne. If your hay 
bales are wrapped with twine and you 
ignore the advice on storing them on 
the ground and/or in the shade, expect 
losses of 30 to 60%. When wrapped with 
net, those losses can drop to 30 to 45%. 
BarnS are BeautIful. Not only are 
the losses of bales slowed to almost zero, 
the loss in nutrients is slowed way down 
when hay is properly stored under a roof.

“If at all possible, store hay inside,” 
Hancock says. A 50- x 100-foot pole 
barn at $5.00 a square foot will run you 
around $25,000. With depreciation, 
interest and taxes, that works out to 
about $3,000 a year. Assuming a barn 
holds around 300 bales that weigh 
1,200 pounds each and cost $75 each to 
produce, and half of them would be lost if 
stored outside, that one building promises 
a prety darn good return on investment.

Even in a barn, though, there are 
rules for stacking round bales. Start by 
puting the first layer with the flat sides 
on the ground, then stack the remaining 
bales on top like a stack of drink cans. If 
the bales are placed in a pyramid shape, 
they push against the walls and can 
cause structural problems. If they are 
stacked with the flat end on the ground, 
there is room for air movement.

One more important note: “Te 
hay has to be dry when you bale it,” 
Hancock stresses, noting chances of 
spontaneous combustion increase with 
the amount of moisture in hay. “If it 
is wet, you run the very real risk of 
burning down the barn.”   •

for more information on hay production and 

storage visit georgiaforages.com.

for storing square bales see myhorse.com/

protect-horse-hay-proper-storage.html.

f o r a g e s

       Te How-Tos Of
Round Bale Storage
Avoid losses to your hay—and botom line— 
with a few simple tips.  B y  B e c k y  m I l l S
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