Freshly made berry
milkshakes are
always a customer
favorite. See the
berries, pick the
berries, then enjoy
them in a flavorful
drink.
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Beds, Breakfasts and Farm Life

Tifton and Janice Haynes run a bed and breakfast on their small working
Whisperwood Farm in the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee. But neither of them
are quick to call what they do work. Fact is, they love it and have ever since
their first customer left them homeless twenty-two years ago.

Janice explains, “We advertised a B&B in a magazine and got a response, but
all we had at the time was our one-bedroom house.” They weren’t about to turn
down a customer, so Janice, Tifton and their new baby moved into a camper on
the property. “We never let on what we did,” she says. “It was pretty intense.”

Today, the Haynes have plenty of room at their Creekwalk Inn, with a family
cabin and a seven-bedroom lodge for bigger groups. The farm portion of their
operation includes a vegetable garden, six horses, and 50-acres of hay. The B&B
requires a rigorous schedule of cooking, cleaning, and making guests feel at
home.

One of the best ways to do that, Janice has found, is letting them help on the
farm. “Some of the guests have never had a chance to gather vegetables from a
garden or feed horses,” she says. “They love it.”

In addition to the everyday chores, Janice says spreading the word about the
B&B can be one of the most challenging parts of agritourism. The biggest draws
are a small ad in a popular Southern magazine, B&B Internet networks, and
their own website. One marketing advantage comes from the farm tours the
couple offers for local school kids. Besides bringing in extra money, the tours
are a great advertising tool. While the kids help feed the horses, she meets the
parents who often end up bringing their families back to stay at the B&B.

Having a chance to meet people from all walks of life is now Janice’s favorite
part of their venture. But the B&B really began as a way to keep their small
farm alive. “When you have a small farm, agritourism is a possible way to bring
in extra income and stay afloat,” says Janice.

Other benefits to running your own agritourism operation? No dress code. ‘I
get to wear my jeans everyday,” laughs Janice. “No one could pay me enough to
sit behind a desk.” www.whisperwoodretreat.com

The bed and
breakfast might
seem to be the
main draw for the
Haynes, but they
know it’s the farm
that makes their
place special for
customers.
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