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Sometimes what you seek is right under your feet. If you’re 
standing on one of the 350 miles of scenic roads and trails in Bland 
County, Virginia, you’ll know what residents here realized a few 
years ago: �is is one terrific asset for tourismfbut it’s tourism with 
a twist. Here, the tourists ride bicycles.

�is rural area of the state is indeed perfect for cycling: quiet, 
remote and very scenic. Best of all (if you’re a cyclist) is liffle 
competition from cars. “�ese are folks here who want you here,” 
says Jonathan Sweet, Bland County administrator. “�ey’re not going 
to run you ot the road.” 

�e idea for making biking trails in the county came through 
Fredrico Morini, a world-renowned competitive cyclist from Italy 
who came to Virginia a few years back to do a cycling camp. He 
liked what he saw here in Bland County, and he knew other bikers 
would too.

�e assets are numerous: One third of the county is in the 
Jeterson National Forest; more miles on the Appalachian Trailf
56fthan any other county; 350 miles of rural roads and trails, and 
breathtaking views in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

All that had to be done was figuring out how to market it. 
“It’s a maffer of branding. �is is a pure tourism project that uses 

existing assets, says Sweet. “Nothing has to be constructed.”
Farmers are a big part of this venture. “I see farming as a part of 

this,” says Sweet. “�e farms are what keep the density low and the 
traTc light. And, it’s what people want to see when they ride.”

reinventing 
�e Farm 
Business Plan

a Cyclist’s Paradise

At Schnepf Farms in Queen Creek, Az., there is 
always something to do. Visitors can take a ride on 
a wooden roller coaster, play with baby goats in the 
peffing zoo, or sample homemade jams and jellies 
in the country store. During special events, guests 
may have a chance to ride a train to the U-pick 
peach orchard or weave their way through a corn 
maze. 

Part farm, part amusement park, it’s easy to see 
why Mark and Carrie Schnepf ’s farm has become 
a favorite spot among locals. (In 2006, Arizona 
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