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Quick cuts about life on the land.
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THIS ISSUE: Keeping farmers safer, protecting 
children and improving equipment to save lives.

DEATHS DECREASE. For those working in 

the U.S. in agricultural, forestry and fishing 

occupations, injuries and deaths have decreased 

40% from 931 in 1992 to 557 in 2011. Yet, these 

jobs still have a fatality rate eight times higher 

than all other industries combined. Canada is also 

seeing improvement in farm safety: The rate of 

fatalities declined 38% from 1990 through 2008.

EQUIPMENT AWARENESS. Seventy percent of 

the nearly 2,000 agricultural fatalities in Canada 

between 1990 and 2008 were machine-related, 

such as rollovers, runovers and entanglements. 

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association 

recommends the use of Roll Over Protection 

Structure (ROPS) and seatbelts. U.S. research has 

shown the use of ROPS and seatbelts can prevent 

99% of deaths due to overturning tractors. 

SAFER KIDS. In the U.S., the rate of injuries 

to children living on farms decreased 47% in 

the 12-year period between 1998 and 2009. In 

Canada, the number of child fatalities dropped 

38% when comparing the number of deaths 

occurring between 2000 and 2008 to the previous 

10 years.

DANGER AHEAD. While farm-related injuries 

and deaths have decreased, there’s still room 

for improvement. That’s why the U.S. National 

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 

distributed $22 million last year. The money was 

shared among nine regional centers across the 

country to promote safety programs and awareness.

SAFETY PLAN. A survey found 85% of Canada’s 

agricultural producers believe safety is a priority. 

Yet only 9% have a written agricultural safety plan 

for their farms and ranches. Alberta’s office of 

Agricultural and Rural Development recommends 

such plans include tips on animal, machine and 

toxic material safety.  —Amy Bickers

 ■ For additional resources on farm safety 

topics, see myFarmLife.com/safetyfive.

IF YoU HAvE 10 MINUTES for an online survey, you might 

just win one of 10 $100 AGCO Parts gift cards! And, you’ll be 

helping the FarmLife magazine staff provide you with the best 

and most interesting articles for your farm or business. 

It’s easy: Just go to myFarmLife.com/survey and answer 

a few questions. Take this issue with you to your computer and 

flip through as you take the survey. Be sure to add your name, 

address and e-mail so we can enter you into the drawing 

for AGCO Parts prizes. And hurry; the deadline 

for entry is jULY 31, 2013. Thanks for 

your help, and best of luck!

Win a $100 Gift Card!>>

IT’S EASY To IMAGINE that concepts 
like Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) wouldn’t exist without the social 
structure of the Internet to first help 
build it, then sustain it. Tat’s the idea 

behind farm-kid-turned-web-developer Simon Huntley’s latest addition 
to Small Farm Central. Tat service was already a fine resource, serving 
more than 800 small farm retail and agritourism operations by offering 
reasonably priced web sites to atract visitors and buyers with blogs, photos 
and e-commerce. Member Assembler, the CSA service, is add-on or stand-
alone sofware for the already robust Small Farm Central platform. “It’s online 
signup for CSA, it’s payment processing, accounting, member communication, 
delivery logistics,” says Huntley, who knows small farm business well, having 
worked for a CSA before starting Small Farm Central. “It’s sort of a whole 
back-office tool for a CSA.” Tat lets the farms concentrate on “growing, 
marketing outreach and customer service,” says Robin Schirmer of 
Tomato Mountain Farm, which is starting its first full season on the 
platform. “Our CSA is experiencing healthy growth as a result.” —Jamie Cole

 ■ MUCH MoRE oNLINE: For information on using Small Farm Central and 

Member Assembler for your operation, visit www.smallfarmcentral.com.
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