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Squeezed in the Middle
Farms the size of Flom’s are disappearing at a rapid pace from 

the North American landscape. Consider these statistics: Te 
total number of farms grew in the U.S. between 2002 and 2007. 
Yet, the increase was for those on both ends of the spectrum. 
Farms with sales of less than $1,000 increased by 118,000, while 
the number of operations with sales of more than $500,000 grew 
by 46,000 during the same period. 

Meanwhile, the number of midsize farms in the U.S. shrank 
by as much as 25% in some states from 1997 to 2007. Te 
decrease in Canada was even larger, with mid-sized farms (those 
between 400 and 2,240 acres) dwindling by a whopping 38%. 

Te reasons for the decrease are numerous, but certainly 
include a profit margin that is razor-thin for many farms—a 
fact that has all the more impact on a midsize operation. While 
the growing number of large-farm operators can afford to bring 
in more workers and small farms ofen get by without outside 
labor, the midsize farm frequently has the need but not the 
income to keep someone on the payroll. Also, it has become too 
time-consuming to find skilled, temporary help for more labor-
intensive seasons such as planting and harvest. 

“I don’t have anyone to help me, and I’ve never hired anyone,” 
Flom admits, noting that his wife is generally occupied with 
the grandkids. “Even during harvest, I cut a bin load with the 
combine, empty it into the grain cart and then stop when it’s full 
to empty the grain cart into the semi. Tere have been times I 
could have used an extra person, and John Isaacson [with Isaacson 
Equipment] has helped on occasion. But most of the time, it’s just 
easier to do it myself than to find and train someone.”
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1	Larry and wife, Kari, on the farm. Larry says grandkids 

(2)	often keep Kari occupied. 3	Larry assembles a planter 
for Isaacson Equipment in his farm shop, as Kari and 
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