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“
I don’t have 

anyone to help 
me, and I’ve never 
hired anyone.

”

“It’s not unusual for one person to farm 1,500 acres or for a 

father/son team to farm a few thousand acres,” says Kent Olson, 

professor of applied economics and Extension economist–farm 

management at Minnesota State University. “If they’re highly 

mechanized and have adopted labor-saving technology, such as 

Roundup Ready crops, it is possible in this day and age to handle 

that kind of acreage.”

Olson, however, says one of the biggest challenges occurs 

when it becomes necessary to hire farm employees who are 

skilled and available when needed. Tis is particularly true 

when livestock is involved, and where fruits and vegetables are 

produced. By last September, some farm crews in California 

were already as much as 60% short of needed workers. And the 

situation is similar in Canada. Citing an immediate need, the 

chair of the Canadian Agricultural Human Resources Council 

recently stated, “Canadian agriculture is facing a labor shortage of 

at least 30,000 skilled and unskilled workers.”

Technological Advancements Help
Yet, there are still plenty of midsize farms like Flom’s that 

remain in business—many of which have adopted the types of 

practices Olsen describes. For instance, Flom uses Roundup 

Ready corn and soybeans. Both are planted in 30-inch rows 

following preplant incorporation of a residual herbicide. Hence, 

the most that’s ever needed is a post application of Roundup. 

Flom, however, says the things that have helped him the 

most are the technology and capacity available in today’s farm 

equipment. As an example, his new Class 7 combine not only has 

the capacity to handle a 35-foot draper header, but it has a grain 

bin capacity of 330 bushels and an unloading time of only >>

6

5

grandson Jacob (4) help out. 5 Though Larry handles much 
of the field work alone, Kari steps in and helps balance the 

books. 6 Larry with John Isaacson at Isaacson Implement.
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