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provinces and about half of the nation’s Class I, or 
prime, agricultural land. 

Yet, for a country its size, Canada has a relatively 
small amount of land in agriculture. According to a 
2006 study, Canada only uses 7.3% of its total area for 
farming. (Compare that to Brazil and the U.S., both 
of which farm about 42% of their total area.) Such low 
numbers are due in large part to the country’s climate.  

While summer can get hot—in 2012, Rodney says 
temperatures hit a record of 40 degrees Celsius (104 
degrees Fahrenheit) on his farm—the region is beter 
known for brutal winters. Te mercury can dip as low 
as –40 degrees Celsius (–40 degrees Fahrenheit) and, 
as noted above, frosts can start in early September 
then last through April, even May. 

Small window indeed, and a factor that has added 
pressure on him and his equipment (see “Efficient, 
Smooth, Reliable,” far right), as well as farmland 
values. In part because of the scarcity of good 
agricultural land, Rodney says he’s seen prices in the 
area triple over the past five years, while officially 
values have increased on average by 81% since 2008.

Rodney and David seem easygoing. All the more 
so when they’re around each other. 

“I have no more headaches with paying bills and 
all the rest of it,” says David about working for his 
son. “I actually enjoy the work. And to see the farm 
going on—that’s always every farmer’s dream.” 

When asked what it was like growing up at Anne 
Vista, Rodney replies, “Tere were days when we 
didn’t have a lot, but I think it made us appreciate 
more what we have today, that’s for sure. I don’t think 
I’d change anything.” 

Tese days, Rodney and his wife, Carol, are 
raising the seventh generation to live on the family 
farm. Tey have one daughter, Rachel, now 5 
years old, adorable and at ease on the farm, not to 
mention with her grandparents on both sides, who 
pay frequent visits. “It’s nice having family around,” 
says Rodney. When asked why, he laughs and says, 
“Help and babysiters.”

As far as the farm, he adds, “it’s great having my 
dad here. Tere’s always somebody to ask or bounce 
an idea off of.”

As an example, Rodney notes that he hopes to 
eventually expand his farming operation to 1,000 
acres, but David reminds him of what happened 
in the 1980s. “I was just a litle bit too young to 
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