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Growth From Hard Work 

Te brothers learned their craf from their father, Melvin, 
and their grandfather, Manuel, who came to the U.S. from 
the Azores in 1916. Te Monteiro family has remained in the 
Central Valley ever since, each generation making their way in 
the dairy business. 

“My dad and grandpa, they were both motivated people,” says 
Mike. “My grandfather started out with nothing and thought he 
and his son had all they needed when they got to 300 cows and 
400 acres of land. My dad wanted to go to 1,000 cows. Well, the 
same thing happened to my brother and me. We wanted 10,000. 
We want to grow more. We want to build more.” 

And build they have. Today, the brothers own one dairy, M.S. 

Monteiro & Sons in Tulare County, with their father. With each 
other, they co-own two others: Endeavor Gold Dairy, also in 
Tulare, and their newest operation, Lakeside. 

With its 1,200 acres, an 80-cow milking rotary and three, 
7,000-gallon storage tanks all housed within an 11,000-square-
foot concrete milking barn, Lakeside Dairy cuts an impressive 
figure. Tere’s a 600- x 500-foot irrigation lagoon and a 450- x 
500-foot anaerobic lagoon on-site. Fifeen heifer corrals totaling 
1 million square feet to the east of the milking area add to the 
expanse with about 8 acres of feed storage area. Ten, to the 
west, lies a 4-acre array of ground-installed solar photovoltaic 
(PV) panels that has changed the operation as much as it has the 
surrounding landscape. 

Vitamin

In the southern half of California’s
Central Valley lies Kings County. Here, the soils are some  

of the continent’s richest and skies are sunny for upwards of 300  

days each year, making the county and the rest of the valley one  

of the planet’s most fertile growing regions. ¶ Accordingly, it’s home  

to crop, livestock and other agricultural operations, such as Lakeside Dairy,  

where third-generation dairymen Mike and Manuel “Manny” Monteiro milk  

3,500 cows, producing an average 35,000 gallons of milk every day. Tey also  

grow and harvest alfalfa, wheat and silage corn on 1,200 acres, mostly for forage. 

It’s a big farm and a tightly run ship with two experienced businessmen at the helm. 
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