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farmstead: project

Milk Pail Funnel Light 
Now how about the old milk pail funnel that used to serve that 

cream separator? If you’ve got that—or galvanized poultry round 

feeders or waterers, antique gas-station lamps or fuel funnels—you 

can make a one-of-a-kind ceiling light. These tin-plated steel items 

are easy to modify and have a charming, rustic appearance. 

Start by acquiring a gray powder-coated, adjustable lamp head 

for the bulb base; this base has a ½-inch NPT thread at the end 

opposite the bulb socket, and uses the supplied locknut to support 

a large, galvanized fender washer. The washer keeps the funnel in 

place and helps keep its soft, perforated mild steel from deforming 

under the funnel’s weight. 

Next, thread the end of the lamp head directly into a ½-inch 

galvanized pipe coupling. Tighten up the coupling to hold the funnel 

securely in place. To the other end of the coupling, attach a 12-inch-

long piece of ½-inch galvanized pipe threaded on both ends. The 

end opposite the funnel threads into the lamp base that can be 

purchased with the lamp head, which is now inside your funnel. 

Next, connect the electrical wiring from the lamp head to the 

ceiling box from which the new lamp will hang, but do so with the 

breaker controlling this ceiling box in the off position. Then screw 

the lamp base to the ceiling box. If there’s no ceiling box already in 

place and connected, you may want to hire an electrician to do that 

portion of the job. 

Finally, install a pull-chain switch inside the lamp base, which 

can be covered with a store-bought canopy. If you prefer a more 

polished look, spray paint the entire project the color of your choice.

With one or more such projects under your belt, you’ll begin 

to see potential everywhere you look … turn an old galvanized 

washtub on legs into an herb planter; fashion some antique door 

molding into the base for a coat rack, and adorn it with found 

hooks or doorknobs; or use a galvanized feed trough as the basin 

for an outdoor shower and a vintage wooden wagon wheel as the 

fixture for its shower curtain.

You get the idea. By doing so, you’ll be saving loads from 

the landfill and decorating your home with a bit of history 

and tradition.   

For More interesting ways to repurpose 

old items around the farm, check out “Plowing With 

Pigs and Other Creative, Low-Budget Homesteading 

Solutions” (New Society Publishers, 2013) by 

Oscar H. Will III and Karen K. Will. Find it online at 

myFarmLife.com/projectbook.

 ■ For another junk-to-gem project—this one turning old canning 

jars into hanging lamps—see myFarmLife.com/junktogem.
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