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From a rise on Jared Beckner’s farm in central Missouri, 
you can look to the west and see the bluffs and valley of the 
Missouri River miles away. Te view is breathtaking. But 
it’s to the east that Jared’s interest lies. Spread out below in 
a hollow is the farm his grandparents setled in 1957. Here 
they grew and raised the traditional crops and livestock of the 
time, just like the other farmers in the area. 

Jared’s father, Larry, switched the farm’s crop to apples in 
the late 1960s and did well with them, soon becoming one of 
the largest orchards in the state. But when the market became 
saturated in the 1990s with an influx of apples from the 
Northeast, his prices tanked. Te Beckner farm hit hard times.

In 1998, Jared made what seemed at the time to be a smart 
career move. He went off to the University of Missouri to 
major in geology and history with intentions to eventually 
atend law school. He wanted nothing to do with farming.

How times have changed. “Tere is something about the 

land that draws you back,” says Jared. “Ask anyone who’s lef 
the farm.”

Afer spending time in another job, Jared had a change of 
heart. “Afer living in the city, I did miss the open spaces and 
quiet of the farm. I got tired of siting at a desk and staring at 
a computer.”

All the while, he was developing some ideas about the 
family farm. While in college, he’d come home on weekends 
to do the books, and something caught his eye.” 

His father remembers the time clearly. It was the spring of 
2000, says Larry. “Jared says to me, ‘Dad, you’ve lost money 
on apples for years, but every year you’ve made money on 
your three acres of peaches.’” Indeed, while apple prices kept 
going down, prices for peaches kept going up.

Not long afer, Jared became the third generation farmer 
on this land, gradually removing rows of apple trees and 
planting peaches. Te transition isn’t as easy as it sounds. 

One Peach 
Of a Job

Jared Beckner knows the peach 

business. But what he really 

likes to talk about is how 

under appreciated farmers are 

by the very people who eat 

their food. Whenever he can, 

Jared spreads the good word.
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