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Affer taking the apple trees out, Jared plants strips of sweet 
cornTanother big crop for him to this dayTand then, affer 
the corn, grass for hay production. Affer tve years of that 
rotation, the peach trees can go in.

Today, Jared’s operation, Beckner Orchards, is the second 
largest peach orchard in the state. He continues to plant 1,000 
to 1,500 trees each year, 33 varieties in all so he can space out 
the harvest from June 15 to almost the end of August.

If there’s anything you want to know about peaches, Jared 
can tell youThow to grow them, market them, foster good 
relations with customers. “It’s all about customer service and 
a quality product,” he says. Jared sells 95 percent wholesale to 
truck farmers who come in, tll up and take his peaches to as 
far away as Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma. 

What Jared really likes to talk about, however, is farming 
in general. He’s well known in and around his town of 
Wellington for one simple message: no farmers, no food. 

If you don’t understand the importance of that message, 
spend a few minutes with Jared and he’ll make sure you do.

“I’ve become quite vocal about this locally,” he says. “People 
have liflle to no idea of what it costs to produce the food 
they eat, and they have liflle appreciation for the knowledge a 
farmer has for growing that food.”

Like every farmer, Jared has seen trsthand the risks of his 

profession, and he just wants more people to be more aware of 
those risks and of the knowledge and hard work required to 
feed the public.

“Only 3 percent of the people grow the food the public 
eats,” says Jared. “It’s the most important job in the world.”

Not that Jared would want another career. “I’m doing my 
dream job,” Jared says, standing on a hillside looking over his 
farm below. “I wouldn’t do anything else in the world.”

And he has one last comment: “If you ate today, thank a 
farmer.” For Jared Beckner, the message can’t be said too offen.

harvest is just one of many 

jobs in the orchard. besides 

pruning in the winter, Jared 

must remove 90 percent 

of the small fruit in spring 

in order for the remaining 

10 percent to reach 

marketable size.
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