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Arnold nAtAli’s profession is lAnd development.

He turns raw, rough land into streets, homes, apartments and 
neighborhoods. But his heart, he maintains, is on his farm.

“I grew up on a farm,” says Arnie, as he prefers to be called. 
“From the time I was old enough to drive a tractor, I was 
working on hay balers. I always enjoyed working with farm 
equipment and catle.

“Construction is such a hectic business. You have to stay 
on top of every single detail every day,” he explains. “So every 
chance I get, as soon as I can get away in the evenings and on 
weekends, I want to be on the farm with the catle, the tractors 
and the grandkids. Tat’s where I get my peace of mind.”

Arnie operates out of Iowa (pronounced I-o-way), just 
east of Lake Charles, La. Here he has his business, Friendly 
Builders, and also several thousand acres of farmland.

“Mostly, I run catle. I have about 700 crossbred cows—
Angus, Limousin and Hereford,” he reports. “I also plant 200 
acres of soybeans and lease out some rice and soybean ground 
to other farmers.”

During the warm season, cows are maintained on well-
managed common bermudagrass. Arnie controls weeds by 
mowing and spraying. In the spring, he applies 300 tons of 
chicken liter per acre and 100 pounds of a complete fertilizer. 
Grass is topdressed again with potash in the fall.

“I have the herd split into several smaller groups,” Arnie 
explains. “Pastures are fenced off into smaller fields that 
average 160 acres, so I rotate catle from one field to another 
about every two weeks.” 

Arnie holds back between 100 and 200 heifers each 
year—some for herd replacements, some which he will sell as 
bred heifers. All of the rest are sold at local sales or shipped to 
feedlots weighing 650 to 675 pounds.

“Te last two years, we needed to put some extra weight on 
our calves before selling them, so I planted some sorghum and 
millet both to graze and to bale as silage,” he says. “We also fly 
ryegrass seed over the soybeans in the fall to provide winter 
grazing for the cows.”

Arnie generally bales up to 1,200 large round bales of hay 

Te Pull 
Of Farm Life
With his own fond memories of growing up 

farming, Arnie Natali wants to make sure he 
gives the same experience to his grandchildren.
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