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Ders

Mile-a-MiNute

Introduced	accidentally	in	

the	1930s	with	holly	seeds	

from	Japan	at	a	Pennsylvania	

nursery.	A	rapidly	growing	

plant,	it	covers	trees	and	

shrubs,	blocking	out	light,	and	

can	completely	smother	tree	

seedlings,	making	it	especially	

threatening	on	tree	farms.

ContRol It:	Hand	pulling	and	

mowing	can	be	effective	in	

small	populations;	glyphosate	

may	be	effective	but	requires	

USDA	permission	to	use;	the	

U.S.	Forest	Service	has	found	

weevils	introduced	from	China	

to	be	effective	in	controlling	

Mile-a-minute,	but	the	weevils	

are	not	generally	available	at	

this	time.

kudzu

Originally	introduced	from	

Asia	for	erosion	control,	it	

was	planted	widely	by	the	Civil	

Conservation	Corps	during	

the	Great	Depression.	This	

vine	spreads	like	wildfire,	

consuming	and	choking	out	all	

vegetation	and	even	structures	

in	its	path.

ContRol It:	Spraying	with	

herbicide	is	an	option;	sheep	

and	goats	will	also	eat	it.

chiNese	lespedeza

Intentionally	introduced	

for	forage,	erosion	control,	

wildlife	habitat,	and	crop	cover	

from	eastern	Asia.	Chinese	

lespedeza	can	crowd	out	native	

plants	on	grazing	land	and	

can	also	develop	an	extensive	

seed	bank	in	the	soil,	making	

it	particularly	difficult	to	

eliminate.	Livestock	and	

wildlife	will	not	eat	it.

ContRol It:	Mowing	plants	

in	the	�ower	bud	stage	

for	consecutive	years	can	

be	effective;	triclopyr	and	

clopyralid	are	both	effective	

herbicides	but	should	be	used	

before	the	plant	reaches	�ower	

bud	stage.

Multiflora	rose

Originally	introduced	from	

Japan	as	root	stock	for	

ornamental	roses,	it	was	

promoted	for	erosion	control	

by	the	U.S.	Soil	Conservation	

Service	in	the	1930s,	then	

as	wildlife	habitat,	and	more	

recently	as	a	crash	barrier	on	

median	strips.	A	prolific	pest,	

its	dense	thickets	crowd	out	

native	plants.

ContRol It:	Cutting	and	

mowing	three	to	four	times	

per	year	for	2	to	4	years	will	

generally	kill	Multi�ora	rose;	

herbicides	can	actually	be	less	

effective	because	seeds	can	

remain	viable	in	the	soil	for	as	

long	as	20	years.

“We were among the first to notice it,” says Julius, who was 
able to trace the problem to contaminated hay that the state 
highway department spread along roadsides a�er performing 
work on the rights-of-way. 

With lots of lobbying, the Fraleys helped get spoted 
knapweed listed as a noxious weed by the state of Missouri. 
“fat means if you have it, you’re supposed to take care of it,” 
Julius points out. “O�en that doesn’t happen though.” 

fe Fraleys, like many landowners who have made sincere 
and o�en successful eTorts to eradicate invasive species from 
their land, o�en find their eTorts hampered by neighbors who 
don’t understand the scope of the problem.

Invasive plants are more than just 
weeds. �ey’re invaders that could 
aTect the ecological balance of your 
land and your rural community.

b y  D e b o R a h  R .  h u s o

And it’s a problem in a lot of places.
Maybe you live in Tennessee and are concerned about 

kudzu on your neighbor’s land creeping onto your own. Or 
perhaps musk thistle is choking out your pasture grass. fe 
causes of both these problems and countless more around the 
country are the result of non-native plants finding their way 
into places they don’t belong. And while invasive species may 
wreak havoc on a garden or yard, they can also wreak havoc 
on entire ecosystems.

According to studies by fe Nature Conservancy, more 
than 4,500 foreign speciesffincluding plants, animals, and 
insectsffhave made themselves at home in the U.S. and 
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