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ailaNthus

Introduced	from	China	by	a	

Philadelphia	gardener	in	the	

1780s,	then	introduced	to	

California	by	migrating	Chinese	

during	the	Gold	Rush.	A	fast-

growing	tree	with	prolific	seed	

production,	it	can	rapidly	take	

over	native	vegetation,	and	

its	root	system	can	damage	

sewers	and	foundations.

ContRol It: Establishing	thick	

tree	cover	around	ailanthus	will	

often	choke	it	out,	and	hand	

pulling	is	effective.	Cutting,	

however,	only	encourages	

stump	sprouts	and	root	

suckers.	Herbicides	are	most	

effective.	Apply	glyphosate	and	

triclopyr	to	leaves,	cut	stumps,	

or	basal	bark.

cheatgrass

Introduced	from	Eurasia	

through	contaminated	seed,	

straw,	and	packing	material	

and	soil	used	in	ship	ballasts	

in	the	mid	to	late	1800s.	It	

crowds	out	native	grasses	and	

burns	frequently,	changing	the	

fire	cycle	and	causing	damage	

to	thousands	of	acres	of	

private	and	public	land.

ContRol It:	Selective	grazing	

when	it	is	most	sensitive		

allows	native	species	to	regain	

a	foothold	and	crowd	it	out.

caNada	thistle

Introduced	from	Eurasia	as	

early	as	the	1600s,	it	has	

been	considered	a	noxious	

weed	for	more	than	50	years	

in	most	states.	Canada	thistle	

crowds	out	native	plants	on	

grazing	land	and	eventually	

reduces	plant	diversity;	it	does	

best	in	disturbed	soil.

ContRol It:	Handcutting,	

mowing,	and	burning	can	all	be	

effective	methods	of	control,	

though	they	must	be	repeated	

throughout	the	year	since	the	

plant	can	re-grow	from	root	

stock;	a	targeted	application	

of	glyphosate	can	also	be	

effective.

leafy	spurge

A	native	of	Europe	and	

Asia,	leafy	spurge	was	first	

introduced	in	the	U.S.	in	

the	1800s,	most	likely	as	a	

seed	impurity.	It	chokes	out	

native	species	by	shading	and	

consuming	water	and	nutrients,	

and	kills	plants	underneath	it	

by	release	of	toxins.

ContRol It:	Prescribed	

burning	and	herbicides	can	be	

effective	but	must	be	repeated	

every	year	until	the	plant	is	

eradicated,	making	control	

difficult	and	expensive;	USDA	

is	currently	investigating	use	of	

European	stem	and	root-boring	

beetles	to	eradicate	the	plant,	

and	initial	results	have	been	

promising.

northwest

what	you	caN	do

You can do your part to help stop the spread of invasive 
species and to prevent them from taking over your own 
gardens and fields. Avoid using invasives in your own planting, 
and replace any existing invasives with native or non-invasive 
species. For example, if you want a ground cover for your yard, 
don’t plant English ivy, which can crowd out native plants and 
even kill trees. Instead, try blue phlox or native ferns. 

If you’re not sure if a species in your garden or fields is 
invasive, check with your local Cooperative Extension office, 
or contact a Master Gardener in your area. 

Once you’ve confirmed you have a foreign invader taking 
over on your land, hand pulling or cu�ing down an invasive 
is the first line of defense. Herbicides should be a resort, 
as overspray can harm other plants and sometimes even 
groundwater. Oten chemicals may be the only solution.

But you can do a lot to prevent invasives from becoming a 
problem in the first place. Hay is a major transporter of weed 
seeds, so consider where your hay is coming from before you 
buy it, and if you drive through a field, wash the undercarriage 
of your truck before you go to a field in another area. Don’t 
move firewood from place to place either. If you’re going 
camping, buy firewood in the locality where you camp. And 
clean your boots, too, between visits to diferent areas.

Julius and Janet Fraley have found aminopyralid to be 
efective in controlling spo�ed knapweed, though they admit 
they’re constantly vigilant, spraying culprit plants several times 
a year to keep this weed, which also contains toxins that kill 
other plants around it, from taking over their pastures. Tey 
know that herbicide, however, is only a temporary fix and are 
hopeful that a biological control will be available soon. Julius 
says he’d like to say he’s hopeful, but he adds, “I’m pessimistic 
about the long-term if we don’t get everyone on board.”   •
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