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c o u n t r y  p o rt r a i t← ➢

friends often find each other 
through a common interest, but you 
might call Kendall Venning and Dawn 
Germscheid’s interest uncommon. In fact, 
when these two mount their Clydesdales 
under saddle at shows in their native 
British Columbia, even fellow horse 
lovers can’t help but be surprised.

“Tey say, ‘What’s that big horse 
doing in the arena?’” says Kendall. “But 
people love to see them perform.”

While there is some draf horse 
riding in Europe, it was prety much 
unheard of in North America when 
Kendall was a 10-year-old girl and 
lost her Toroughbred to an injury. “I 
needed a horse to take to my riding 
lesson that day, and I decided to take 
the Clydesdale.” Te instructor was “a 
litle bit shocked,” says Kendall, “and the 
horse didn’t know much about riding, 
either.” But Kendall says these huge 
animals, ofen a third heavier than the 
light riding breeds, are surprisingly agile.

Dawn had been riding and showing 
since childhood as well when she met 
Kendall five years ago. Dawn saw some 
Clydesdales in a musical ride at a show, 
“and I said, ‘Wow, I want to do that,’” 
says Dawn. She joined the ride and met 
Kendall there. Te two became fast 
friends, and Dawn began showing one of 
Kendall’s three draf horses.

Kendall and Dawn helped found the 
British Columbia Draf Under Saddle 
Club in 2006. Te club “was started for 
fun,” says Dawn, but it’s practical, too. 
For instance, it can be tough to find tack 
for riding the huge animals, and it’s nice 
for enthusiasts to have a network.

Riding has even spurred Kendall—a 
jeweler by trade—to create a line of 
horse-inspired jewelry.

Te club is still small, says Dawn—
only a couple of dozen members—“but 
we’re a family.” A family with some very 
large pets.   —Jamie Cole

kendall venning 

& dawn germscheid 

Go to www.bcdraftundersaddleclub.com for more 

information on the club and for photos from shows 

and parades. see Kendall’s horse-inspired jewelry at 

www.triodiamondandgold.com.
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