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You’ve got to hand it to a farmer who can 

turn catfish into corn. But in the case of the Mast family of 

Mississippi, it wasn’t magic, just pure pragmatism, the kind that 

has fueled North American farming for centuries. To see how 

those whiskers were converted to crops, read the story about 

the Masts that begins on page 12. Te family improved yields 

on their 7,000-acre operation by minimizing risk and geting a 

beter handle on at least a few variables ofen out of their control. 

Like virtually all producers, the Masts know uncertainty is 

one of the few certainties in farming. So is the cyclical nature of 

agriculture, and afer a tremendous period of growth, much has 

been made recently of a downturn in the farm economy. 

It’s about perspective, however. Te forecast—which you 

can read more about in our article beginning on page 7—is that 

the ag engine, while it’s expected to slow somewhat in the next 

few years, is not about to stop. Worldwide demand for North 

American agricultural goods remains high, and the economies 

of the U.S. and Canada are forecast to continue their recent 

growth. Te long-term outlook is still quite bullish. 

Success, though, is not a given. Hard work and smart 

decisions remain key ingredients, as does choosing reliable 

partners. At Massey Ferguson® and AGCO, we know there’s 

an overabundance of variables in farming and understand the 

necessity of providing our customers with things they can 

depend on, such as industry-leading equipment and rock-solid 

service. Trough AGCO’s investment in dealer training and 

the development of fuel-efficient, powerful equipment like 

the new 8700 Series, which is introduced on page 10, we also 

work to create solutions to the unique, regional challenges and 

opportunities faced by each of our customers. 

Tat’s not magic either. It’s a guarantee.
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on the Cover. Corn prices are often an 

indicator of where the ag economy is heading, 

and one of the key factors in those prices over 

the next few years is likely to be demand from 

ethanol. The elevator and ethanol facility on our 

cover was shot by Charlie Riedel.
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