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>> Good Food,
Good Cause
�is is a departure from previous years 
when shoppers were asked only to cast 
online votes for their favorites. 

Voting a�racted a�ention, says 
Gretchen Mais with the AFT, “but it didn’t 
necessarily make the connection in the 
minds of the people voting that they also 
needed to support the farmers by shopping. 
We wanted to go beyond popularity. �at’s 
why we’re asking people to commit to 
pledging their support and to buying food 
directly from farmers.” 

According to the AFT, for every $10 
spent on local food, as much as $7.80 is 
re-spent in the local community, supporting 
local jobs and businesses. During the 2013 
I Love My Farmers Market Celebration, a 
total of $259,690 was pledged to be spent at 
farmers’ markets, the majority of which the 
AFT calculates went directly to farmers. 

�e conservation organization’s mission 
is to promote sound farming practices, keep 
farmers on the land and generally protect 
farmland�an acre of which is lost every 
minute, largely to suburban development. 
According to farmland.org, the AFT web 
site, 91% of America’s fruit and 78% of U.S. 
vegetables are grown near land-hungry 
metro regions. �e National Resources 
Inventory puts the total annual loss at 
nearly 1 million farmland acres. 

Farmers’ markets connect the public 
with farms and make customers aware of 
the need to protect farmland. “Once an acre 
of farmland is paved over, it’s lost forever,” 
Mais says. “Many of the farms of farmers’ 
markets are on the front lines of this loss.” 
�e I Love My Farmers Market Celebration, 
which is part of AFT’s No Farms No Food® 
campaign, helps emphasize “how important 
it is to put money directly into [farmers’] 
pockets, to help keep them on the land and 
to keep their operations viable.”

�Nancy Dorman-Hickson

H-2-Oh No

 m For more information, visit 

lovemyfarmersmarket.org. 

There you’ll find a live count of pledges 

and updated lists of the country’s most 

celebrated farmers’ markets.
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U.S. cropland that 

was irrigated in 2007. Despite 

its small standing, in a typical 

year this land produces almost 

half the value of all crops sold 

in the U.S. Across the border, 

2.2% of Canadian cropland was 

irrigated in 2011.
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SOME 3,000 PEOPLE FLOCKED TO 

THE FIRST AG + ART TOUR, a 2012 
event in York County, South Carolina, 
that combined farm visits with artists 
on-site. In 2013, the tour expanded 
to include Lancaster County, and 6,000 people showed. �is 
year’s June 21–22 event adds Chester and Fair�eld counties. 

Recognized by the American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) as a County Activity of Excellence, the tour features 
“a diverse set of farms that gives visitors and locals a good 
snapshot of what is happening in their own backyard,” says 
Ben Boyles, the Clemson University Extension agent who 
spearheads the event. 

Beth White, who operates her family farm’s roadside bakery 
and stand in York (see their story on page 14), helped promote 
Ag + Art nationally when she represented the county’s win at 
the AFBF convention in San Antonio. “We were able to talk 
to farmers and ranchers all over the nation about our program 
and encourage them to get their counties involved in promoting 
local agriculture and art,” she says. �Nancy Dorman-Hickson

 m Get the details 

at agandarttour.

com, including 

tour locations and 

photos from last 

year’s event.

June 21-22
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“
I know a lot of cowboys and I’ve 

done a little work on ranches with 
cattle, and those people become your 
friends, and keep their word.

”Before he became Al Gore’s Harvard roommate and made 

the Hollywood A-list, he was an eighth-generation Texan. 

According to online biographies, he still owns a 3,000-acre 

ranch in his hometown in San Saba County, Texas, as well 

as a ranch near Van Horn, Texas. Visit myFarmLife.com/

whosaidit to see who said it.  SOURCE: BRAINYQUOTE.COM?Who
Said

It
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