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on a daily basis, Gavin now makes all the breeding 
decisions and has set up a system of computerized 
records for the program. Along with an employee, he 
runs the tractors and helps decide on new equipment 
purchases. 

“If he decides some day, ‘Yes, I want to farm, I 
want to take over,’” says Donnie, “well, then he can 
purchase the Century Mac Farm. Or if he wants to 
gradually move in as a smaller partner, he can move 
in [by purchasing] shares in the farm.  

“It’s easier under our Canadian laws to move 
under incorporation; whereas, if it’s just a sole 
proprietorship, then it basically has to be just sold out. 
So, we’re hoping that if he wants to someday, he has 
a choice�he can either do it gradually or he can just 
come in and get rid of the old man.”  

“Send him out to pasture,” jokes Gavin, who is 
still considering the invitation to take over the farm 
one day. “I’m not 100% sure on what plays into [the 
decision]. Just over time I’ll see. I think we’ll have to 
expand to survive, but we can only grow to about 100 
cows because of a shortage of available land.” 

“I’m not forcing him to make his mind up today, 
tomorrow,” says Donnie. “Someday down the road, 
when I feel like I’m going to want to slow down 
totally, then maybe then the pressure will be on him. 
But to that point, I’m �ne with what he wants to do, 
and we’ll go from there.”

Until then, father says to son, “I mean, where else 
will you �nd a be�er boss?”

Or, retorts Gavin, “You could say, ‘Where will you 
�nd a be�er employee?’”   

ASK GAVIN MACDONALD why he and his father, Donnie, purchased their 

Massey Ferguson® 6490 and he counts the reasons, literally. Specifically, the 

number of times he would have to shift gears while driving to the field farthest 

from the barn in a comparably priced “green” tractor. 

“Twenty-one shifts there and 21 back,” he says. “We figured that was a 

lot of shifting to do with a lot of clutch work when you’re spreading manure 

or something like that.” Because the MacDonalds’ MF6490 has a Dyna-6 

transmission, “you set it and it shifts on itself,” Gavin continues.

 “You basically drive it like an automatic [transmission] car,” adds Donnie. 

“It’ll go through its ranges … and gear down when it can. That’s great on 

fuel economy.”  

It’s also much easier to drive and therefore easier on the operator, 

“especially for jobs … like spreading manure,” says Donnie, who relies on 

valued employee Bobby Porter to do much of the tractor work along with 

Gavin. “You’re just doing load after load, and you’re doing the same thing. So, 

if you can make it easier on yourself, all the better.” 

The first Massey Ferguson tractor Donnie bought was almost 27 years 

ago and from Brock Proudfoot at Proudfoot Motors in nearby New Glasgow, 

Nova Scotia. “Since then,” says Donnie, who now owns five Massey Ferguson 

tractors and one combine, “we’ve been pretty well with him for everything 

that he can supply. We get great service … right through to the parts and 

service, and all the guys at the shop. We don’t have a lot of breakdowns, but 

we get good service when we do have them.” 

Donnie and Gavin do, however, comparison shop. “You just don’t buy 

something because the color,” says Donnie. “I mean you got to have a 

competitive price, and Massey’s always been competitive.

“They’re also very durable,” he continues. “Like I say, some of the tractors 

have been here for quite a while.” 

Yep, adds Gavin, “they do the job for us.”

Meet the MacDonalds via video and watch 

as they work their dairy and the verdant 

hills they call home. Scan the code with 

your phone or visit myFarmLife.com/

macdonald.

Shift Work
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