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forward just as much to the sheer joy of entertaining 
an audience. “We just want to play good. �at’s all we 
care about, giving them a good show,” George says.

During the competition, bands featured 
percussion, but the majority of instruments are 
required to be string. �e string band from Arab (“the 
ones to beat,” reminded Myers) boasted not one, but 
two violins.

It was time for Picke�’s Charge to take the stage. 
As required, each musician must play the lead at some 
point in each band’s performance. �at is part of what 
the judges evaluate, in addition to vocal harmonics, 
song selection and overall presentation.

Among the Fy�e group’s set was the original 
song “Grandpa John,” wri�en by Hicks and George. 
�e lyrics recount the tale of the Ge�ysburg ba�le. 
It’s an appropriate tune for a band named a�er the 
1863 infantry assault ordered by General Robert 
E. Lee and led by General George Picke�. �e 
ba�le is remembered as a mistake from which the 
Confederacy war e�ort never recovered. 

But on this day, the band Picke�’s Charge �nds 
victory. Fy�e’s FFA string band scooped the top 
prize at the Alabama FFA string band competition. 
Gleeful phone calls home spread the news among 
the town of Fy�e.

“For these boys, music is just one of the God-given 
talents that they’ve got, and they’ve harvested and 
multiplied it beyond my wildest imagination,” Myers 
says. “�ese boys are very gi�ed. It doesn’t ma�er 
what these boys do [in the competition], they always 

make you proud that they’re from your town.” 
Resting on their laurels wasn’t an option for 

these hard-working musicians, then or now. In the 
summer of 2013 a�er the state win, Picke�’s Charge 
was booked every weekend, including headlining the 
Farmers Telecommunications Cooperative meeting 
on August 3 and, a week later, performing at Music 
on the Mountain. �is festival at Northeast Alabama 
Community College touts itself as featuring the best 
bluegrass and gospel music groups in the South. In 
the fall of 2013, Rains moved to Auburn University to 
pursue a degree, so the band competed without him at 
the National FFA Convention and Expo in Louisville. 
�ere, Picke�’s Charge made the top 12 out of 270 acts 
in the Band, Chorus and Talent competition. 

Now that they are high school graduates, except 
for current high school senior �ompson, band 
members still rehearse, upping practices to twice a 
week, and they play gigs from festivals to churches to 
ag events. �eir goal is to make a full-time living with 
their music. 

On New Year’s Day 2014, McClendon summed up 
the band’s success on its Facebook page: “Together we 
have brought the North District and Alabama state 
FFA titles back home to Fy�e, competed amongst the 
top national talent in Kentucky, played for thousands 
of people and made fans and true friends from all 
over America,” he wrote. 

“With every new song we write and learn, we grow 
as musicians. Playing alongside my dearest and best 
friends is all I could ever ask for in life.”   

Above Thompson, 
McClendon, George, 
Hicks and Rains 
warm up outside 
before taking the 
stage at the state 
competition.

Hear Pickett’s 

Charge play a song 

from their new 

album and learn 

more about the 

FFA. Scan the code 

with your phone or 

visit myFarmLife.

com/stringband.
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