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Initial impressions can be deceiving. Take, for 
instance, the seeming quiet of the Kuehnert Dairy 

Farm on a Friday or Saturday evening in October. 
At �rst, things look pre�y quiet at the dairy, 

located a few miles northwest of Fort Wayne, Ind.  
As the sun dips down below the �at western horizon, 
brown cornstalks ra�le in the chilly breeze and a 
long, white freestall barn comes into view. 

�e only activity, it seems, is dozens of healthy-
looking Holsteins with full udders munching feed 
that consists in part of past-due produce, including 
pumpkins and veggies, from a local Walmart. Drive 
a li�le farther, though, and a long line of parked cars 
comes into view, as do scores of parents holding the 
hands of excited children walking past the barns into 
an open area surrounded by ca�le and corn�elds, 
where the Kuehnert family is hosting its newly 
initiated fall festival.

For more than 100 years, the Kuehnerts have been 
farming on this land, where they grow corn, soybeans 
and hay on 1,100 acres. �eir bread and bu�er, 
however, is the farm’s 300 mature Holsteins, which 
produce 7 million pounds of milk a year. Ask fourth-
generation producer and family patriarch Al why he 
added yet another element of work to his day (and 
night) in the form of a family-oriented festival, and 
he’ll tell you, “It’s amazing how many people think 
milk comes from the grocery store.” 

Al sees the festival, which his family started in 2013, 
as a way to educate the general public about agriculture 

and, more speci�cally, dairy. “We think milk is Mother 
Nature’s most perfect food,” says Al. �e family also 
uses the festival as a means to promote the dairy 
products marketed through the 700-member Prairie 
Farms Dairy cooperative, of which the Kuehnerts are a 
part. �en, there’s the bene�t of introducing the public 
to Kuehnert Dairy Farm, which supports Al and his 
brother Stan as full-time farmers, as well as partially 
supporting the families of Al’s two sons, Nathan 
and Andrew. All together, there are currently four 
generations of Kuehnerts working in some capacity on 
this dairy farm. 

As parents and children wander the activity 
area�which consists of a “mountain” of straw bales 
swarming with li�le ones, corn hole games, �repits 
for roasting marshmallows, and pumpkin and face 
painting�carefully placed signs educate visitors 
about the life cycle of dairy cows and how the 
Kuehnerts care for them. Families enjoy making their 
way through the 5-acre corn maze, and they can also 
snack on dairy-themed goodies like milkshakes and 
grilled cheese sandwiches created by Andrew. (�e 
Mouse Trap, which is oozing with melted cheddar, 
Colby and Havarti cheese, is highly recommended.)

Interacting with the public isn’t new to the family, 
who has been giving farm tours to school groups for 
15 years. “We enjoy having people out to the 

This festival is all in the 

family. Members of the 

Kuehnert clan at their 

inaugural Kuehnert Dairy 

Farm Fall Festival.
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