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Giving Back to Agriculture

When Samantha Anderson o�-handedly 
describes the way people see farmers�
bu�on-down plaid shirt, jeans and 
boots�all the students turn to Luke King 
and laugh. He’s dressed the part today. 

But when he begins to speak, his 
manner of dress takes a back seat and one 
is le� with a thoughtful dialogue on the 
reach of agriculture. “It’s the backbone 
of this nation,” he says simply. “It a�ects 
every individual on the planet.” 

King, double majoring in ag business 
and political science, sees agriculture as a 
calling, not simply a major�something 
he hopes others see, too. “If individuals 
outside the ag sector come to view those 
on the inside as being of a high caliber and 
someone that demands respect … then 
we will see steadily increasing enrollment 
numbers, as well as increases in student 
abilities and caliber.” 

King also sees the primary role of 
colleges of agriculture as developing 
programs that “will ensure our students are 
ranked top in the nation,” not necessarily 
through test scores, he says, “but by job 
readiness and the ability to function as 
a valuable member of this great nation.” 
�ese qualities will a�ract and retain 
enrollment numbers, he believes. 

As for himself, “If I can positively 
impact the agriculture industry,” he says, 
“then I can�indirectly�positively impact 
all those who bene�t from it.” 

What the Ag Industry Needs 

People o�en equate a degree in agriculture 
as “some guy with a cowboy hat, on the 
back of a horse, rounding up ca�le,” says 
22-year-old ag economics graduate student 
Samantha Anderson. 

But Anderson says these days, that’s 
entirely too narrow a view. What’s 
needed in the ag �eld, she says, are 
students interested in science, technology 
and engineering. “Ag reaches out so far 
now, and that is what’s going to make it 
more interesting to kids who don’t come 
from farm backgrounds … or kids that 
do,” says Anderson.

As the seventh generation on her 
family’s tobacco farm, she advises parents 
not to put too much pressure on their 
children to go into agriculture. “When 
you’re 16 years old and your parents tell 
you to do something, you’re going to do 
the exact opposite,” she smiles. “I think 
the greatest way to get kids back to the 
farm is giving them a choice.”

Fresh Perspective

Memry Stoll walked into her �rst animal 
science class and thought she’d made a 
mistake. “I was completely lost,” she says. 
Agriculture was foreign to the Massac 
County, Ill., native, who was raised in the 
suburbs. A self-professed tomboy, Stoll�
somewhat sheepishly�says she initially 
chose ag business as her major because she 
was a�racted to the country way of life. 

“Li�le did I know, this life wasn’t just 
about wearing cowboy hats, not being 
afraid to get dirty or riding 4-wheelers. 
I soon realized agriculture was much 
more than that and much, much more 
important. A�er that, I was sold.” 

Now a senior, Stoll has had plenty 
of time to get her hands dirty�both in 
the classroom and through internships. 
And while she quickly found her footing 
in the Hutson School of Agriculture, 
Stoll appreciates the value of coming to 
agriculture from a clean slate. “It’s nice 
sometimes to be the only one who doesn’t 
have an ag background,” she says, “because 
I don’t have a bias about anything.” 
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